19-5Complete.gxd 10-Aug-06 11:18 AM Page 1 i;

BIRDING
WORLD

Volume 19 Number 5

Issue No. 233

May 2006 Bird News

Calandra Lark on the Isle of May

Are dark morph Rough-legged Hawks overlooked in Europe?
A Trinidade Petrel in the Azores

Birding Egypt's southern Red Sea coast

—B—



19-5Complete.gxd 10-Aug-06 11:18 AM Page 2 i;

BIRDIN
WORLD

Europe’s premier monthly magazine for keen birdwatchers

EDITORIAL BOARD
STEVE GANTLETT
RICHARD MILLINGTON
SIMON HARRAP

Identification Consultants: Per Alstrém, Arnoud B. van den Berg, Dick Fors-
man, Martin Garner, Lars Jonsson, Paul Lehman, lan Lewington, Killian
Mullarney, Brian Small and Lars Svensson.

Editor: Steve Gantlett, Sea Lawn, Coast Road, Cley next the Sea, Holt,
Norfolk NR25 7RZ. Tel: 01263 740913 mobile: 07836 283064

Email: Steve@birdingworld.co.uk (Articles, letters, photos etc for publication)
Assistant Editor: Richard Millington, Stonerunner, Coast Road, Cley next
the Sea, Holt, Norfolk NR25 7RZ. Tel: 01263 741139 fax: 01263 741173
Email: Richard@birdingworld.co.uk

Circulation Manager: Hazel Millington, Stonerunner, Coast Road, Cley next
the Sea, Holt, Norfolk NR25 7RZ. Tel: 01263 741139 fax: 01263 741173
Email: sales@birdingworld.co.uk (Subscription enquiries etc)

Advertising: Sue Gantlett, Sea Lawn, Coast Road, Cley next the Sea, Holt,
Norfolk NR25 7RZ. Tel: 01263 740913 Email: Sue@birdingworld.co.uk
Annual subscription (12 issues): UK £45.00; Europe (airmail) £52.00;
Rest of the World (airmail) £56.00. See direct debit offer below.
Easybinders for 12 issues £8.95 (inc. UK p&p; £9.95 Europe; £10.50 rest
of the World). Please make cheques payable to ‘Birding World’ and send to
the Circulation Manager.

WEBSITE: www.birdingworld.co.uk

SUBSCRIBERS TO CONSERVATION
BIRDLIFE INTERNATIONAL
WORLD WIDE FUND FOR NATURE
ROYAL SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF BIRDS
BRITISH TRUST FOR ORNITHOLOGY
WILDFOWL & WETLANDS TRUST
GREENPEACE
GUARDIANS OF THE FOREST
IRISH WILDBIRD CONSERVANCY KEYMEMBER
ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF THE MIDDLE EAST
AFRICAN BIRD CLUB
ORIENTAL BIRD CLUB
NEOTROPICAL BIRD CLUB
LIGUE FRANCAISE POUR LA PROTECTION DES
OISEAUX
LEGA ITALIANA PROTEZIONE UCCELLI
NORFOLK WILDLIFE TRUST
FRIENDS OF DUNGENESS BIRD OBSERVATORY
FRIENDS OF FAIR ISLE BIRD OBSERVATORY
FRIENDS OF LANDGUARD BIRD OBSERVATORY
FRIENDS OF NORTH RONALDSAY BIRD OBSERVATORY
FRIENDS OF RYE HARBOUR NATURE RESERVE
FRIENDS OF SKOMER AND SKOKHOLM

BIRDIINE

09068 700222

News you can trust
from the team you know
Richard Millington « Steve Gantlett
Simon Harrap  Hazel Millington
Hotline: 01263 741140
Enquiries: 01263 741139

RARE
BIRD

ALERT
PAGERS

Pager enquiries: 01603 456789

Birding World publishes articles and notes about birds and birdwatching, with the emphasis on British and Western Palearctic birds. A
schedule of payment rates and guidelines for contributors are available on request from the editor. Articles and notes on the following
subjects are welcomed for publication: identification articles, descriptions of recent rarities, detailed bird-finding articles and notes (including
foreign ones), birding accounts and letters on any subjects likely to be of interest to birders. Papers are ideally sent by email in ‘Word" or
plain text format, but they may also be sent by computer disc, as typewritten hard copy with double spacing, or clearly handwritten.
Photographs (digital, transparencies or prints), paintings, line drawings and maps are welcomed. For details of preferred digital photograph
formats (normally simply the original files) see www.birdingworld.co.uk, or contact the editor. Whilst every care is taken, Birding World cannot
be held responsible for accidental loss or damage of any material sent for publication.

© The Bird Information Service. ISSN 0969-6024.

English bird names used in Birding World follow the Birding World Complete List of the Birds of the Western Palearctic (1995) or, for non-
Western Palearctic Middle Eastern species, the Field Guide to the Birds of the Middle East (Porter et al. 1996), or for non-Western Palearctic
North American species, the National Geographic Society Field Guide to the Birds of North America (4th Edition, 2002).

The Subscription Rates for Birding World Volume 19 onwards are as detailed above, but: Pay by Direct Debit and save £2.00 off all rates
(UK Bank Accounts only). A Direct Debit form will appear on your renewal notice which will be sent when your resubscription is due.

Issue No. 233 Volume 19 Number 5

177 Frontispage: Rufous Bush Robin, Lesvos, Greece (Rebecca Nason)

178 Bird News: Britain & Ireland May 2006

196 Western Palearctic News

204 The Calandra Lark on the Isle of May Mark Newell

208 Are dark morph Rough-legged Hawks overlooked in Europe? Jens-Kjeld Jensen

210 A pale morph Trinidade Petrel in the Azores Manuel Pinguinhas

212 Birding Egypt’s southern Red Sea coast Richard Bonser

220 Pigeonhole: Migration of bustards to and from France; HANZAB now complete!;
More frigatebirds in the North Atlantic; A west Siberian CD-ROM,; Diclofenac banned in India;
Enid Stanford.

Front cover painting: Kingfisher, Linocut and watercolour by Andrew Haslen.

—b—



19-5Complete.gxd 10-Aug-06 11:18 AM Page 3 $

londoncameraexchange
Wlnchester

£ Now

Stoc%g
Minox:

Binoculars

Price Promise L
e L e v
We both

and buy quality equipment
x =& N

15 The Square, Winchester. SO023 9ES
email;
TE|201 962 840294 winchester@LCEgroup.co.uk

| —b—




19-5Complete.gxd

10-Aug-06

11:18 AM Page 4

Natwretre]

Don’t miss our Bargain selection for 2006

ARGENTINA - Andes

10 days -
Departs 2 1, 21 May,

30 Jul

ARGENTINA - Chaco
10 days - £1,350
Departs 5 Mar, 16 Apr, 28 May

AUSTRALIA - Endemics
of WA

12 days - £1,795

Departs 15 Sep, 29 Sep

BOLIVIA - Lowlands
10 days - £1,195
Departs 5 Feb, 12 Nov

BOLIVIA - Highlands
12 days - £1,450
Departs 12 Feb, 19 Nov

BRAZIL
10 days - £1,195
Departs 17 Mar, 29 Sep

CUBA
12 days - £1,350
Departs |1 Mar

ECUADOR

9 days - from £1,095

Departs 18 Jan, 11 Feb, 25 Feb,
4 Mar, 9 Sep, 21 Oct, 18 Nov

ECUADOR - Choco
9 days - £1,295
Departs 18 Feb, |1 Nov

ECUADOR
Tumbesian Endemics
10 days - from £1,250
Departs 29 Jan, 18 Jun, 3 Sep
EMIRATES & OMAN
8 days - £1,195

Departs 19 Feb, 19 Mar,
22 Oct, 17 Nov

ETHIOPIA

10 days - from £1,195
Departs 10 Feb,

7 Apr, 10 Nov, 22 Dec

For a brochure
contact:

ETHIOPIAN ENDEMICS
10 days - £1,195
Departs 17 Feb, 14 Apr, 17 Nov

FLORIDA
8 days - £1,095
Departs 17 Feb

GAMBIA
12 days - £1,090
Departs 20 Oct

INDIA

9 days - £1,250

Departs 3 Feb, 17 Feb, 7 Apr,
17 Nov

INDIA - Bharatpur &
Chambal

9 days - from £1,195

Departs |1 Feb, 21 Oct, 26 Dec

INDIA - Family Tour
9days - £1,345

Departs 11 Feb, 21 Oct
INDIA - Goa

9 days - £1,195
Departs 17 Nov

Tel: 01962 733051

Fax: 01962 736426 E-mail: inffo@naturetrek.co.uk
web: www.naturetrek.co.uk

INDIA - Kerala
9 days - £1,195
Departs |1 Mar, 18 Nov

INDIA - South
12 days - from £1,395
Departs |1 Mar, 18 Nov, 23 Dec

INDIA - Wildlifgh&
Cuisine

9 days - £1,150

Departs |1 Feb, 18 Feb, 25 Feb,
4 Mar, |1 Nov, 2 Dec

KAZAKHSTAN
9 days - £1,150
Departs |1 May, 19 May

KENYA
10 days - £1,350
Departs 10 Nov

NAMIBIA
10 days - £1,395
Departs 20 Jan, 10 Feb

NEPAL

10 days - from £1,295
Departs 28 Jan, 4 Feb, 11 Feb,
18 Feb, 15 Apr, 13 May, 23 Dec

NEPAL - Ibisbill Trek
10 days - £1,295
Departs 6 May

PANAMA - Canopy Tower
9 days - from £1,350

Departs 13 Apr, 20 Apr,

27 Apr, 2 Nov

PERU - Central Andes
|1 days - £1,295
Departs 11 Jun, 5 Nov

PERU - Satipo Road
12 days - £1,295
Departs 21 Jun, I5 Nov

SOUTH AFRICA
10 days - £1,395
Departs 10 Feb, 31 Mar, 8 Sep

SOUTH AFRICA’'S CAPE
10 days - £1,450
Departs 17 Mar, I8 Aug, 25 Aug

SOUTH AFRICA -
Zululand

10 days - £1,450

Departs 18 Feb, 8 Apr, 16 Sep

SOUTHERN MOROCCO
10 days - from £990

Departs 10 Feb, 3 Mar, 7 Apr,

15 Sep

SRI LANKA
10 days - £1,195
Departs 18 Feb, 11 Mar, |1 Nov

THAILAND
10 days - £1,190
Departs 17 Feb, 17 Nov

UGANDA
9 days - £1,395
Departs 9 Mar, 2 Nov

VENEZUELA
9 days - from £1,195
Departs 18 Feb, 21 Oct, 18 Nov

VENEZUELA - Llanos
9 days - from £1,350
Departs |1 Feb, 14 Oct, 11 Nov

ZAMBIA

9 days - from £1,495
Departs 13 Feb, 30 Oct, 18 Dec

ZAMBIA - Shoebills
7 days - £1,495
Departs 5 May

Allo
THE ASSOCIATION

OF INDEFENGENT
TOUR OPERATORS




19-5Complete.gxd 10-Aug-06 11:19 AM Page 5 i;

dventure cruises worldwide - live your dream!

" e Antarctica & The Subantarctic Islands  Falklands & Southﬁe&gia
* New Zealand & Australia ¢ Chilean Fjords e Tristan da Cunha

* Ascension & St Helena  South Pacific Islands » Galapagos

" e Kurils & Kamchatka » Arctic Siberia » Alaska ® Arctic Canada

* Greenland ¢ Iceland e Spitsbergen o Scottigh Islands

Ty

Steller’s Sea Eagle . » é
" &

B '
k!

'mfit our website or call Ocean
ail crew@oce adventures.cm

L N
. For~tbb at#/enture of .

Mtures‘ien 01254 82611
. - _

www.swoptics.co.uk

Opticron Binoculars Accessories
Lc 8x42 Aspheric WP £79 Zeiss Rainguard £9.99
{ 8x42 Verano £249 Leica Rainguard £14.00
"d 10x42 Verano £269 Op Tech Neck Strap £10.99
8x42 Imagic BGA £315 Op Tech Tripod Strap £19.99
10x42 Imagic TGA £149 Car Window Mount £40
8x32 Verano £249 Manfrotto Hide Mount £49
8x20 Gallery Mono Scope £69.99 Calotherm Cleaning cloths, sprays.
Opticron Binoculars Tripods
8x42 BGA Classic £369 Velbon Carbon Fibre 631 - 157 Head £179
10x42 BGA Classic £379 Velbon Carbon Fibre 531 -157 Head £159
8x42 DBA £569 Velbon CX586 £59.99
10x42 DBA £575 Velbon UP4000 Monopod £19.99
8x42 DBA Monocular £249 Manfrotto VIEW Tripods from £129

8x42 BGA Monocular £139 SLIK D3 £119
Wide range Velbon and Manfrotto in stock.

Zeiss Binoculars Opticron Scopes

71\

Tx42 FLT* £call $ . GS665 ED, Zoom, Case £569

8x42 FLT" £call Mighty Midget 2 with 15-40 Zoom  £219 Over 1000 Products Available Online
. l*,‘ D §

832 FLT* see web New ES80ED, 20-60 Zoom HDF, Case £599
[ ]
10x42 FLT* £call NEW SDL Super Zoom £229 .
Green or Black available GS665, HDF Zoom, Case £459 www.swoptics.co.uk
8x42 Conquest £499 22x60 Angled Spotting Scope £159
= ® Secure Online Orderin
Leica Binoculars Zeiss Scopes 9
Ultravid 8x32 BR £839 See web for full range .
Ultravid 8x42 BR £899 Zeiss Diascope 85 TF L: ® Quality Second Hand Stock
Ultravid 10x42 BR £949 with 20-60 Zoom £1129 Regularly Available
Ultravid 8x50 BR £999 with 30xWW £1049
Trinovid 8x42BN £769 Zeiss Diascope 65 TF L: EuE L
Trinovid 10x42 BN £799 W*:: 124\2 vfloom gggg ® Compasses, GPS, Digiscoping
wi X! . . .
— Accessories, Magnifiers also in stock
Swarovski Binoculars Leica Scopes
8x32 EL £749 Leica APO Televid 77 R
8.5x42 EL £839 t\ with 20-60 Zoom, case e1200 @ Next Day Delivery 1
H 10x42 EL £889 N with 32xWW, case, £1199 on orders placed before midday
g Swarovski Scopes Y Leica APO Televid 62
5 Swarovski ATS 80 HD "‘ with 16-48 Zoom, Case £1049
$ Swarovski ATS 65 HD with 26xWW, Case £969 T
g Allin stock - call for best price EREQ wtP E

South West Optics

22a River Street Truro Cornwall UK TR1 2SJ 01872 263444 sales@swoptics.com OPTICS




19-5Complete.gxd 10-Aug-06 11:19 AM Page 6 i;

Camp is located on the
northeast periphery of
Corbett Tiger Reserve

and offers ample birding
opportunities in the
surrounding mixed forests.
Corbett boasts of over 550
species of birds....

Birding excursions in and
around the Tiger Reserve

Corbett Tiger Reserve,
India with extensions into the

Tel: 91- 5947- 287804
email: info@
campforktailcreek.com

Himalayas are some of
our highlights....

website: campforktailcreek.com

BIRDING
SAFARIS IN
%  EAST AFRICA

TANZANIA, KENYA & UGANDA TRIPS

Offering individual and small group packages:
Guided Birding, Big Game Safaris, Photography and Escorted Walking
Safaris. All with experienced local bird guides in East African safaris.

BIRDING & BEYOND SAFARIS

PO Box 11500, Arusha, Tanzania
email: tours@tanzaniabirding.com
web: www .tanzaniabirding.com
FAX: +255 27 254 4454 TEL: +255 744 286058

SOUTH-EAST BRAZIL

!

SERRA DOS TUCANOS LODGE
Serra dos Tucanos is a small birding
lodge in the Atlantic rainforest. Situated
in the State Park of ‘“Tres Picos’, it offers
the best place from which to search for
400+ species of bird (100+ endemics).
50+ endemics in the gardens alone!
Offering very comfortable en-suite
accommodation in a beautiful location.
Various trails and birding excursions.
11/, hours from Rio de Janeiro,
airport and hotel transfers available.

Tel / Fax: +44 (0) 1243 641438
e-mail: serradostucanos@hotmail.com
or visit our website for further details:

www.serradostucanos.com.br
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ETHIOPIA
Grand Tour - Go for 29 Ethiopia/Eritrea
Endemics & Simien Red Wolf
Including: Prince Ruspoli’s Turaco,
Streseman’s Bushcrow, White-tailed Swallow,
Degodi Lark, Spot-breasted Plover, Harwood’s Francolin,
Ankober Serin + regional endemics
2007 - March, 3 week tour, small group, register interest now

UGANDA

Southern Uganda

Shoebill & Mountain Gorilla
(Gorilla optional) Plus Albertine Rift Endemics
2007 - July, small group, register interest now

\ i\

North Central & Himalayan Species
Bharatpur, Corbett Tiger Park, Camp Forktail Creek
2007 - February, small group, register interest now
Great Indian Bustard, Desert & Himalayan Species
Includes Asiatic Wild Ass & Asiatic Lion
Thar Desert, Bharatpur, Corbett, Camp Forktail Creek
2007 - November 3 week tour, register interest now
Max 6 persons
Check website for these and more
including self-guided tours

[.BIRDINGTOURS.INFO
PO Box 628, Amersham, HP6 9AD, UK

Information & Reservations
Tel: +44(0) 1494 721692 email: info@birdingtours.info

Jenner Expeditions PO Box 764 Crawley RH10 OWL UK Tel: +44(0) 1342 713858
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All leading brands of Binoculars & Telescopes in stock v/
Low prices with regular Special Deals v Access/Visa v’
Part exchange welcome v Repairs & servicing v’
Used equipment ¥ Run by birders v VAT free exports v/
Mail order specialist PP & INS. Free v' New premises with
superb views v'  Expanding range of books and fine art
prints v Please phone for further details v
FOCALPOINT, UNITS 7 & 8,
MARBURY HOUSE FARM
BENTLEYS FARM LANE, HIGHER WHITLEY
WARRINGTON, CHESHIRE WA4 4QW :
TELEPHONE 01925 730399. FAX 01925 730368 AL
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Sri Lanka

" Gehan de Silva Wijeyeratne'steam
work with the best birding &
wildlife tour leaders.

Sri Lanka, India or both?

Ask usto tailor a holiday.

74 Eco Holidays

eco@J etwing.lk
www.jetwingeco.lk
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ULTIMATE
PELAGICS

SEABIRD, WHALE AND DOLPHIN TRIFS
FROM THE UK TO THE BAY OF BISCAY
AND SOUTHERN IRELAND ONBOARD

& FULLY DEDICATED CRUISE SHIPF

whww. ultimatepelagics.com
email: infofultimatepealagics.com
brochure line: 07810 541946
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Run...
for the birds

No, not a frantic twitch, but the
charity run organised by the
Oriental Bird Club to take place
along the North Norfolk Coastal
Path on Saturday 1st July 2006.

-]

- il
e S

This is your chance to get fit and help
support the conservation of threatened
rainforest. All proceeds will go directly to
the OBC'’s conservation funds and be
directed towards conservation projects
specifically aimed at helping to preserve
rainforest and its threatened birds.
To join this fun day, please contact Mike
Edgecombe on 01362 668973 or
m.edgecombe@virgin.net for
further details.
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N eW Zea la n d has the most diverse seabird community in the world with 84

species breeding in the NZ region, nearly 50% endemic. Many more visit our region from across
the Great South and Pacific Oceans. There are more specialities on land incl. endemic families
with kiwis, NZ wattlebirds and NZ wrens. Extraordinary parrots, remarkable honeyeaters. A trip
Downunder is a truly memorable birding experience.

ALBATROSS ENCOUNTER WITH
OCEAN WINGS KAIKOURA

Kaikoura on the east coast of NZ's South Island is
one of the world's finest arenas for seemg many of
the world's albatrosses '
and other seabirds.

We offer the best short
pelagic tours in the
world, with exciting
species seen throughout
the year. Check our web-
site for bird sightings. Trips run up to four times a

day, or by arrangement. Trip duration only three hrs.

. FREEPHONE 0800 733 365
DceanWip §"  Phone +64 3319 6777
f@, ~ info[doceanwings.co.nz
S WWW.oceanwings.co.nz

PTERODROMA PELAGICS

Northern New Zealand pelagic birdwatching is
our speciality, including the rediscovered NZ storm
petrel and gadfly petrels. Check our NZ and South
Pacific tour programme for out-
standing pelagic birding. New
from 2007 our NZ for full-on
birders, a pelagics-rich special.

infofdnzseabirds.com
www.nzseabirds.com

Discover NZ & South Pacific with

Kiwi Wildlife we are the South Pacific
specialists - travel with those who know the region
intimately. NZ Tours; Fiji & New Caledonia 2006,
2007; Solomons & Bougainville
2007; Tasmania 2007.

infoldkiwi-wildlife.co.nz
www.kiwi-wildlife.co.nz

2 i
PRI information, Visit our web sites: www:birdingindiatoursicom

WwWw.gu rudon gma.com WwWw. bootan.com

or e-mail us at: gurutt@sancharnet.in.or rainbow@druknet.bt
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Rufous Bush Robin Cercotrichas galactotes syriacus, Lesvos, Greece, May 2006 (Rebecca Nason).

The distinctive tail pattern is not immediately obvious in this side-on view, but the identification is still straight-
forward. The jaunty pose, cocked tail and bold face pattern are typical enough while, upon closer inspection, the
white tips to the red-brown tail feathers are visible (and would doubtless be obvious enough in the field).

This eastern European form, syriacus (which breeds from the Balkans and Turkey south to Lebanon), is relatively dull
grey-brown on the upperparts and rather dingy grey on much of the underparts, whereas the nominate western form
(which breeds in Iberia and from Morocco eastwards to southern Syria and Jordan) is brighter rufous-buff above and
cleaner, creamy-buff, below. The closed wing contrasts are correspondingly less striking in syriacus too. As shown
here, syriacus also differs from galactotes structurally; not only is the wing more pointed, but it is shorter-tailed.
This rather late spring migrant arrives on its European breeding grounds in mid May, which might help to explain
why all but two of the eleven British records fall in the September-October period. With only five sightings in the last
50 years (the last in 1980), Rufous Bush Robin certainly rates as one of Britain’s ‘most-wanted’ birds.

177



Bird News May 2006

19-5Complete.gxd 10-Aug-06 11:19 AM Page 178$

For all the very latest bird news, just telephone BIRDLINE on 09068 700 222.
This round-up is provided by BIRDLINE and Rare Bird Alert pagers.

May’s weather was very unsettled, but at last the
18-month run of below average rainfall was
broken: May’s rainfall was well above average
as a near constant stream of depressions
crossed the country from the Atlantic.

Highlight of the month was a Calandra Lark in
Fife that instigated the Isle of May’s first ever
major twitch. Rarer still, but too brief to twitch,
was a male Caucasian Stonechat in Shetland.
Shetland also hosted a White-throated Sparrow,
a male Collared Flycatcher and one or two Scops
Owls. In addition, the same islands hit the head-
lines with a dead Briinnich’s Guillemot, a dark-
morph Rough-legged Hawk and the spring’s
only Ortolan Bunting.

May was a frustrating month for many as an
American Robin was belatedly reported in
Scotland and the Black-browed Albatross
returned to its far-flung rock way out in the
Atlantic. Also, a Bulwer’s Petrel was reported
flying by off West Sussex, a Turkestan Shrike in
County Durham moved on far too quickly, and a
Rose-breasted Grosbeak was the subject of a
missed fund-raising opportunity in Norfolk. With
collectable rarities few and far between, birders
had to be grateful for the singing male Iberian
Chiffchaffs in Lothian and Devon. A male
Wilson’s Phalarope was a handy Bank Holiday
rarity in Buckinghamshire, while other waders
included a spotty Spotted Sandpiper in Cornwall,
nesting Black-winged Stilts in Lancashire, a Buff-
breasted Sandpiper in Lothian, and a handful of
Broad-billed Sandpipers.

Passerine migration was very much dampened
by adverse weather, although a scattering of
Bee-eaters, Red-rumped Swallows, Hoopoes,
Golden Orioles and Woodchat Shrikes still
managed to brighten up many a dull May day.
The occasional Short-toed Lark, Bluethroat,
Subalpine Warbler, Red-backed Shike, Common
Rosefinch and Serin also put in appearances
here and there, while a female Citrine Wagtail in
Essex and singing Great Reed Warblers in
Angus, Suffolk and East Yorkshire added some
rarity value. An itinerant Black Stork, a dozen
Purple Herons and several Gull-billed Terns kept
birders busier, as did a scattering of Laughing
Gulls and a peppering of Black Kites. The best
of the rest around Britain included a Gyr Falcon
in Orkney, a Red-footed Falcon in Kent, a White-
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winged Black Tern in Lincolnshire and Yorkshire,
a Blue-winged Teal in Cumbria and a Lesser
Scaup in Suffolk.

May - new highlights at a glance

4th Briinnich's Guillemot found dead, West Sand-

wick, Yell, Shetland

Rose-breasted Grosbeak first-summer female,

Holme, Norfolk (until 7th)

Iberian Chiffchaff singing male, Pressmennan

Lake, Lothian (until 11th, with another at Challa-

combe Farm, Dartmoor, Devon on 7th-28th)

American Robin photographed, Auchgourish

Gardens, Boat of Garten, Highland (and also at

nearby Glemore Forest Park on 4th)

Caucasian Stonechat first-summer male variegatus,

Virkie Willows, Shetland

Collared Flycatcher adult male, Brow Marsh,

Shetland (until 10th)

10th Scops Owl Swining, Shetland (with it or another
trapped on Fair Isle on 16th)

12th Calandra Lark Isle of May, Fife (until 14th)

13th White-throated Sparrow Sumburgh, Shetland
(and at nearby Quendale 14th)

14th Turkestan Shrike male, Whitburn CP, County
Durham

23rd Black-browed Albatross Sula Sgeir, Outer Hebrides
(last year’s bird returning; until the month’s end)

25th Spotted Sandpiper summer adult, Newlyn
Harbour, Cornwall (until 28th).

27th Wilson’s Phalarope male, Hillesden, Bucking-
hamshire (until 30th).

5th

6th

7th

9th

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus, Upton
Warren, Worcestershire, May 2006 (Rob Wardle).




White-billed Diver One was seen off
Handa (Highland) on Tst. On the Isle of
Lewis (Outer Hebrides), singles were
seen from Tiumpan Head on 5th and
the Butt of Lewis on 28th.

Black-browed Albatross The adult
returned to Sula Sgeir, 40 miles north
of the Butt of Lewis (Outer Hebrides);
on 23rd it was watched nest-building
(see Birding World 18: 382-384) and it
was still present on 31st.

Bulwer’s Petrel One was reported off
Selsey Bill (W. Sussex) at 11.45am and
1.10pm on 30th, both times flying west.

Storm Petrel Unprecedented spring
numbers were storm-blown up the
English Channel during the fourth
week of the month, with about 1,000
passing Portland Bill (Dorset). At
Dungeness (Kent), a site where there
had been no spring records previously,
nearly 400 were logged flying west.

Balearic Shearwater About 30 were
reported, mostly from Cornwall and
Devon, although a dozen were logged
in Dorset (mostly past Portland Bill,
where five passed on 29th) and half-a-
dozen flew past Dungeness (Kent).

Night Heron Single first-summers
were near Garstang (Lancs) on 7th-9th
and on St Agnes (Scilly) on 15th. Single
adults were at Bridge of Allan (Forth)
on 21st and flying over Port Erin (Isle
of Wight) on 28th. In Ireland, a first-
summer was at Tacumshin (Co.
Wexford) on 28th-31st.

Cattle Egret One remained near
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Male Blue-winged Teal Anas discors, Longtown, Cumbria, May 2006
(Nick Franklin). This same bird (sporting a metal ring on its right leg) was
photographed in Northumberland in April (see page 137).

Beaulieu (Hants) until 4th and one was
reported flying over Newington, near
Ramsgate (Kent) on 21st.

Great White Egret Half a dozen were
reported, including one at Roadford
Reservoir (Devon) on 9th-10th. In
Ireland, one was at Rosslare Back
Strand (Co. Wexford) on 15th-16th.

Purple Heron At least a dozen were
reported, several of which were in
Devon, Cornwall and Scilly, including
one at College Reservoir (Cornwall) on

20th-31st (with two there on 28th-
29th). Of those elsewhere, the most
popular were singles which lingered at
Titchwell RSPB Reserve (Norfolk) on
5th-15th, Cley NWT Reserve (Norfolk)
on 8th-9th, and Court Lake, Frampton
(Gloucs) on 14th-29th.

Black Stork One flew over Wester
Clunes (Highland) on 9th before reach-
ing North Ronaldsay (Orkney) on 10th.
Returning south, it was seen flying
along the Spey Valley, near Aberlour

Male Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis, with Tufted Ducks A. fuligula, Bramford, Suffolk, May 2006 (Alan Tate).

The second for Suffolk; the first was seen at the same site on 16th March 2004.
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Female Green-winged Teal Anas carolinensis or hybrid, Seaforth LWT Reserve,
Merseyside, May 2006 (Chris Galvin). The following caption is based primarily
on information kindly supplied by Martin Garner. This diminutive duck
shows the characteristic white tail-sides and typically petite bill of female
teal, but a rather extraordinary head pattern. The pale loral spot is isolated
in an area of dark facial feathering, and a pale ‘bridle’ apparently runs down
the cheek, inviting comparison with female Baikal Teal. A glimpse of the
tawny-orange greater covert bar initially seems to support the contention
that it could be a Baikal Teal, but there is another explanation: this colour
of wing-bar is perhaps a pointer to it being a Green-winged Teal. It has long
been considered that female Green-winged Teal could never be identified in
Europe with any degree of confidence unless it was one of those rare indi-
viduals which showed an extreme character suite. Well, here we have a bird
which immediately attracts attention. The wing-pattern appears typical, with
the greater covert bar being washed with orange along its whole length
(richest on its inner portion and fading slightly towards the distal end),

and with the buffy-white secondary tips being narrower than on Baikal Teal.
Further distinctions from Baikal Teal include the buff colouration on the
base of the bill (the bill is all-grey on Baikal Teal) and the internal markings
on the round-tipped scapulars visible in this photograph (on Baikal Teal the
scapulars are plain dark brown, fringed with rust, and more lanceolate in
shape). The brownish-toned legs shown by the Seaforth bird raise an inter-
esting point, as this matches the description given for the legs of Green-
winged Teal in the Handbook (Witherby et al. 1944); Common Teal, of
course, has grey legs. This bird was also identified by some experts as an
unequivocal Baikal Teal, which is just testament to how different to our
familiar-looking Common Teals it is. Some female Green-winged Teals show
a surprisingly distinct head pattern recalling that of Garganey or even Baikal
Teal, and to encounter a vagrant or possible hybrid duck showing such a
pattern has raised several identification issues.

(Moray) on 13th, and then over
Northumberland and County Durham
on 16th and 17th. On 23rd, it flew over
Wykeham Forest and Filey (North York-
shire), still heading south. One was
then reported in flight at Tonbridge
(Kent) on 28th.

White Stork A handful of sightings
from Hampshire, Cambridgeshire,
Norfolk, Lincolnshire, Leicestershire,
Yorkshire and Cleveland probably
concerned a couple of wandering indi-
viduals, but at least one of them was
of captive origin.

Spoonbill At least 40 were reported,
with singles and groups of up to three
being seen at many sites, while a flock
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of four toured Norfolk and Lincolnshire
mid month and a flock of 11 visited
Pegwell Bay (Kent) on 21st. In Ireland,
one was at Inch (Co. Kerry) on 10th-
17th.

Grey-bellied Brant An adult was at
Dundrum Inner Bay (Co. Down) on
12th.

Black Brant In Norfolk, late adults
were at Snettisham RSPB Reserve on
6th and Stiffkey on 16th-20th.

Green-winged Teal Seven drakes were
reported at as many sites between
Devon (where one was on Lundy on
10th-11th) and Orkney. A female or
hybrid was at Seaforth LWT Reserve

—b—

(Merseyside) on 14th-16th.

Blue-winged Teal A female was at
Stromness (Orkney) on 3rd and a drake
was at Wilkin’s Pool, near Longtown
(Cumbria) on 16th-19th. The latter
sported a metal ring on its right leg
and had previously been seen at two
east coast sites in May (see page 137).
In Ireland, a drake was at Fearville Lake
(Co. Tipperary) on 1st and a drake was
at Castle Espie WWT Reserve (Co.
Down) on 5th-25th.

Ring-necked Duck Although six (three
drakes and three females) were seen
between 1st and 8th, only two were
seen later in the month: a drake at Will-
ington GP (Beds) on 23rd-25th and a
drake at Duffield Carrs NR (N. Yorks)
on 29th-31st. In Ireland, single drakes
were on the Mullet (Co. Mayo) on 9th
and at Patresse Lake (Co. Tipperary) on
16th.

Lesser Scaup The drake remained at
Swithland Reservoir, Loughborough
(Leics) until 3rd. The second for
Suffolk, a drake, was at Suffolk Water
Park, Bramford, on 10th-17th (the first
was at the same site on 16th March
2004).

King Eider In Aberdeenshire, a drake
commuted between Blackdog and the
Ythan Estuary on 4th-28th and was
joined by a female at Blackdog on
27th. In Ayrshire, the drake remained
in the Irvine and Saltcoats Harbour
area until 25th. In Shetland, a drake
was still in Tresta Voe on 25th.

Surf Scoter A drake (along with a prob-
able female) was seen briefly in St
Austell Bay off Porthpean (Cornwall) on
19th. In Scotland, single drakes were
in Gosford Bay (Lothian) on 4th-16th,
at Blackdog (Aberdeenshire) on 10th,
off Kincraig Point, Elie (Fife) on 14th,
and off Musselburgh (Lothian) on 26th-
27th.

Hooded Merganser In Shetland, the
drake was last seen at Loch of Quoys,
Unst, on 2nd.

Honey Buzzard About 30 migrants
were logged, and several were on view
from the Norfolk summer watchpoints
by the month’s end.

Black Kite At least a dozen were
reported, including singles over vari-
ous sites in Kent, one of which was
photographed at Seaton on 20th.

White-tailed Eagle One flew over
Finstown (Orkney) on 3rd.

Montagu’s Harrier About 25 migrants
were logged and several breeding sites
were again active, with up to a dozen
summering females keeping Britain’s
outpost populations viable. Three were
seen in Ireland, including a male near
Belfast Lough RSPB Reserve (Co. Down)
on 1st-2nd.



Rough-legged Buzzard One flew over
Skaw, Unst (Shetland) on 7th.

Rough-legged Hawk In Shetland, a
dark morph adult was seen at Lerwick
on 5th-6th and then at nearby Wester
Quarff on 14th. It had been released
from a ferry off the islands on 5th,
having been transported from the
Faeroe Islands, where it had been in
captivity since October 2003 (see
pages 208-209).

Red-footed Falcon A first-summer
female was on Walland Marsh near
Brookland (Kent) on 14th and another
was reported at Fen Drayton GP
(Cambs) on 18th.

Gyr Falcon In Orkney, a white morph
was on South Ronaldsay on 23rd.

Quail At least 15 were reported,
including a migrant on Blakeney Point
(Norfolk) on 9th.

Spotted Crake Males were singing at
Arne RSPB Reserve (Dorset) on 12th-
14th and the Ouse Washes RSPB
Reserve (Cambs) on 27th.

Common Crane Up to eight remained
in Norfolk, while singles wandered to
Essex, London and Oxfordshire, eight
were seen in Suffolk, two reached
Yorkshire and Cumbria, and five
reached Scotland, where one flew over
Toab (Shetland) on 22nd and one
remained at Durness (Highland) all
month.

Black-winged Stilt One was seen at
Elmley RSPB Reserve (Kent) on 3rd-4th.
Three first-summers visited Far Ings
NR (Lincs) on 4th before settling at
Martin Mere WWT Reserve (Lancs) from
5th. One of them then moved to Upton
Warren NR (Worcs) on 21st (and then
disappeared), while the remaining
nesting pair continued to incubate
their four eggs until the month’s end.

Kentish Plover Single males were at
Dawlish Warren (Devon) and Worthing
beach (W. Sussex) on 3rd, and at Shet-
tisham (Norfolk) on 6th, and the pair
remained at Marazion (Cornwall) until
14th. In Kent, one was at Sandwich Bay
on 12th and Pegwell Bay on 15th-16th.

Dotterel About 120 migrants were
reported, including a trip of 25 at St
Combs (Aberdeenshire) on 12th. On
14th, 12 were at Choseley (Norfolk)
and 16 were at North Cotes (Lincs).

American Golden Plover The first-
summer remained at Cemlyn Lagoon
(Anglesey) until 8th.

Temminck’s Stint At least 45 were
logged, with several sites hosting two,
but parties of three being seen at
Holland Haven NR (Essex) on 7th, Buck-
enham Marshes RSPB Reserve (Norfolk)
on 8th-9th, and Titchwell RSPB Reserve
(Norfolk) on 16th-17th. Later in the
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month, one lingered at Paradise Pool,
Saltfleet (Lincs) on 23rd-31st.

White-rumped Sandpiper One was
reported from Saltfleetby (Lincs) on
14th.

Pectoral Sandpiper Singles were
reported at Martin Mere WWT Reserve
(Lancs) on 4th-19th, Backworth Flash
(Northumberland) on 22nd-23rd, Cock-
lawburn beach (Northumberland) on
27th, Dungeness RSPB Reserve (Kent)
and Inner Marsh Farm RSPB Reserve
(Cheshire) on 28th, Loch of Hillwell
(Shetland) on 29th-30th, and Christchurch
Harbour (Dorset) on 30th.

Broad-billed Sandpiper Singles were
on the Exe Estuary (Devon) on 1st, at
Pennington Marshes (Hants) on 2nd,
Over Fen, near St lves (Cambs) on 19th,
Spurn (E. Yorks) on 13th-15th, and on
the Lune Estuary near Glasson (Lancs)
on 15th-17th. In Ireland, one was at
Tacumshin (Co. Wexford) on 13th-
16th.

Buff-breasted Sandpiper In Lothian,
one visited John Muir CP on 4th before
moving to Aberlady Bay on 4th-13th.

Long-billed Dowitcher The first-
summer remained at Old Hall Marshes
RSPB Reserve (Essex) until 1st, while
singles also visited Nosterfield Quarry

Adult Spotted Sandpiper Actitis
macularia, Newlyn, Cornwall,
May 2006 (Mashuq Ahmad).

(N. Yorks) on 1st and Balranald, North
Uist (Outer Hebrides) on 9th.

Spotted Sandpiper A summer-
plumaged adult was at Newlyn Harbour
(Cornwall) on 25th-28th. In Ireland, an
adult visited Menlough (Co. Galway) on
19th.

Wilson’s Phalarope A summer-
plumaged male was at Hillesden
(Bucks) on 27th-30th.

Male and female King Eider Somateria spectabilis, Blackdog, Aberdeenshire,
May 2006 (Andy Webb). The female was seen on only one day.
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Black-winged Stilts Himantopus himantopus, Far Ings NR, Lincolnshire, May 2006 (Graham Catley).

These two photographs portray two of the three Black-winged Stilts which visited this site the day before they arrived
in Lancashire, 100 miles to the west (see below). A pair then settled down to nest, ousting the third bird, which
moved to Worcestershire later in the month (see page 178).

Black-winged Stilts Himantopus himantopus, Martin Mere, Adult Buff-breasted Sandpiper Tryngites subruficollis,
Lancashire, May 2006 (Stephen Menzie). Aberlady Bay, Lothian, May 2006 (Tristan Reid).
A precursor to nesting at this site. This bird remained at this locality for ten days.
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Male Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus
tricolor, Hillesden, Buckinghamshire,
May 2006 (Mark Stirland).
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Adult Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus, Aird an Runair, North Uist,
Outer Hebrides, May 2006 (Mark Darlaston). Good numbers of spring
passage birds were noted at various sites in late May.

Red-necked Phalarope Single females
were at Neumann’s Flash, Northwich
(Cheshire) on 24th and Gouthwaite
Reservoir (N. Yorks) and Marshside
RSPB Reserve (Merseyside) on 29th,
and one was off North Galson, Isle of
Lewis (Outer Hebrides) on 30th. The
first returned to Fetlar (Shetland) on 23rd.

Grey Phalarope An adult female was
on North Rona (Outer Hebrides) on 23rd.

Pomarine Skua Small numbers were
seen in the English Channel, but northern

routes were more productive, as
counts of 60 past Skinburness
(Cumbria) and 128 past Loch Eye, Tain
(Highland) on 19th demonstrated. On
19th, 558 passed Aird an Runair, North
Uist (Outer Hebrides).

Long-tailed Skua About 35 were seen
from various English sites, including
eight past Bowness-on-Solway
(Cumbria) on 19th. Scotland fared
much better, with 50 being logged mid
month and then 700 seen, mostly in
the north and west, during the latter

part of the month. Peak counts
included 163 past Mangersta, Isle of
Lewis (Outer Hebrides) on 22nd and
173 off Saltcoats Harbour (Ayrshire) on
24th.

Laughing Gull In Cornwall, single first-
summers were at the Hayle Estuary on
1st, Restronguet Creek on 2nd and
Marazion on 7th, while an adult visited
Penzance on 4th. A second-summer
was reported in Christchurch Harbour
(Dorset) on 5th and a near-adult
commuted between Cromer and Cley

Pomarine Skuas Stercorarius pomarinus, Aird an Runair, North Uist, Outer Hebrides, May 2006 (Mark Darlaston).
Some of the 558 counted passing this site on 19th May. Of these 13 birds, note the eighth is a dark morph.

183



19-5Complete.gxd 10-Aug-06 11:20 AM Page 184

Adult summer Little Gull Larus minutus, Salthouse, Norfolk, May 2006 (Steve Gantlett).
One of two confiding Little Gulls at Salthouse beach carpark in early May; the other was a first-summer.

Near-adult Laughing Gull Larus atricilla, Cromer, Norfolk, May 2006 (Richard Millington).
Up to seven Laughing Gulls were reported in May; this bird commuted between Cromer and Cley for two days.
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NWT Reserve (Norfolk) on 7th-8th (and
was reported at nearby Blakeney on
9th). A first-summer was reported
passing Dungeness (Kent) on 12th,
and an adult was reported at Holm
(Orkney) on 18th. In Ireland, an adult
was in Galway (Co. Galway) on 4th-
17th, a first-winter was at Penrose
Wharf, Cork (Co. Cork) on 9th-16th,
one passed St John’s Point (Co. Down)
on 18th, and a first-summer was at
Bunbeg Harbour (Co. Donegal) on
28th.

Franklin’s Gull In Devon, the first-
summer remained at Northam Burrows
(Devon) until 13th.

Sabine’s Gull Singles were reported
flying past Bowness-on-Solway
(Cumbria) on 19th, Formby Point
(Merseyside) on 24th and Little Orme
(N. Wales) on 28th. In Ireland, singles
were reported off Five Mile Point (Co.
Wicklow) on 12th and Carnsore Point
(Co. Wexford) on 20th.

Bonaparte’s Gull In South Wales, an
adult visited Kenfig Pool on 18th. In
Ireland, the first-winter remained at
Whitehouse Lagoon, Belfast Lough (Co.
Antrim) until 5th, and a first-summer  First-summer Franklin’s Gull Larus pipixcan, Northam Burrows, Devon, May

was at Blennerville (Co. Kerry) on 28th- 2006 (James Packer). Compared to the same bird pictured a month earlier
31st. (page 144), the moult has progressed a little in the wings; note the new
Ring-billed Gull In Ireland, a first- white-tipped primaries and the paucity of retained juvenile wing coverts.

summer visited Penrose Wharf, Cork
(Co. Cork) on 9th, while two were
reported in Galway (Co. Galway) during
the month.

Adult Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica, Braunton Burrows, Devon, May
2006 (Dave Stone). At least five Gull-billed Terns were reported during May,
with this being the longest stayer. On 9th, two were seen from a number of
seawatching sites as they were tracked flying up the North Sea coast from
Gull-billed Tern Following one flying Hartlepool to Northumberland.

past Flamborough Head (E. Yorks) on
1st, one was seen at Exminster
Marshes and Seaton (Devon) on 2nd
before settling on the River Caen,
Braunton (Devon) on 14th-18th. On
19th, it visited Lound GP (Notts) and
nearby Kingsbury WP (Warwickshire).
Meanwhile, two flew north past Hartle-
pool (Cleveland), Whitburn (Co.
Durham) and various site in Northum-
berland on 9th. A sub-adult visited
Dungeness RSPB Reserve (Kent) on
25th. In Ireland, an adult was at Bally-
macoda, near Youghal (Co. Cork) on
20th-23rd.

Forster’s Tern In Ireland, the adult
remained off Nimmo’s Pier, Galway
(Co. Galway) until 11th, and a first-
summer visited Lady’s Island Lake (Co.
Wexford) on 22nd.

White-winged Black Tern A summer-
plumaged adult was at Barton-upon-
Humber GP (Lincs) on 23rd-25th and
then Broomhill Flash (S. Yorks) on
26th-27th. In Ireland, two were
reported at Lough Owel (Co. West-
meath) on 4th.

Briinnich’s Guillemot In Shetland, one
was found dead at West Sandwick, Yell,
on 4th.
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Adult White-winged Black Tern Chlidonias leucopterus, Barton Pits, Lincolnshire, May 2006 (Graham Catley).
Scops Owl Otus scops, Swinning, Shetland, May 2006 (Hugh Harrop).




Scops Owl In Shetland, one was at
Swinning, near Vidlin (Mainland) on
10th and one was trapped and ringed
on Fair Isle on 16th.

Snowy Owl In the Outer Hebrides, a
male was seen again at Grenitote,
North Uist, on 17th.

Alpine Swift Singles were over Arling-
ton Reservoir (E. Sussex) on 1st and St
Martin’s (Scilly) on 2nd.

Bee-eater Following one flying over
Sheringham (Norfolk) on 3rd, singles
were reported over Fairburn Ings RSPB
Reserve (W. Yorks) on 5th, and Stron-
say (Orkney) on 6th. Singles were also
seen at Porthgwarra (Cornwall) on 7th,
Polgigga (Cornwall) on 11th, Sandwich
Bay (Kent) on 13th, Grune Point
(Cumbria) on 14th, Winterton (Norfolk)
on 19th-20th, Maywick (Shetland) on
24th, and Dungeness (Kent) on 30th-
31st. In Ireland, one was at Rosnakill,
near Fanad (Co. Donegal) on 28th.

Hoopoe Of 17 reported, singles at
Kilmarnock cemetery (Ayrshire) on 4th-
5th, on Portland (Dorset) on 6th-9th,
at Kilnsea (E. Yorks) on 6th-7th and
Flamborough Head (E. Yorks) on 9th-
10th were the only ones to linger.

Wryneck Up to eight were reported
from Northamptonshire, Dorset,
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Norfolk, Lincolnshire and Cleveland,
while half-a-dozen more were seen in
Shetland (including two on Fair Isle on
13th).

Calandra Lark One was found on the
Isle of May (Fife) on 12th and lingered
there until 14th, becoming the first
major rarity ever to be twitched at this
famous site. See pages 204-207.

Short-toed Lark Singles were on Fair
Isle (Shetland) on 6th-11th, 13th-16th
and 23rd-30th, at South Gare (Cleve-
land) on 7th-8th, and on St Mary’s
(Scilly) on 16th-20th.

Shore Lark Singles were on Noss (Shet-
land) on 5th, at Dorman’s Pool (Cleve-
land) on 6th, at Girdleness (Aber-
deenshire) and on North Ronaldsay
(Orkney) on 6th-9th, at West Runton
(Norfolk) on 9th, Longhoughton
(Northumberland) on 10th, St Combs
(Aberdeenshire) on 12th, and Titchwell
RSPB Reserve (Norfolk) on 15th-16th.

Red-rumped Swallow Up to a dozen
were reported in the south coast coun-
ties between Kent and Devon, with
singles at several sites, but three
together on Portland (Dorset) on 3rd.
One at Maenporth, near Falmouth
(Cornwall) on 24th-28th was the
longest-stayer. Further north, one was

at Baltasound, Unst (Shetland) on 6th,
singles were reported from Cleveland
and Cumbria, one flew south over
Spurn (E. Yorks) on 18th, and one was
at Rattray Farm (Aberdeenshire) on
23rd. In Ireland, singles were on Cape
Clear Island (Co. Cork) on 6th-8th and
at the Old Head of Kinsale (Co. Cork)
on 15th.

Richard’s Pipit One was reported at
Bolt Head (Devon) on 3rd.

Tawny Pipit Singles were reported at
Porthgwarra (Cornwall) on 5th, Flam-
borough Head (E. Yorks) on 6th, and
on Bryher (Scilly) on 31st.

Red-throated Pipit Singles were
reported flying over St Margaret’s at
Cliffe (Kent) on 4th, Rainham Marshes
(London) on 10th and Leasowe (Wirral)
on 13th. Also, singles were on Fair Isle
(Shetland) on 11th-16th, on Foula
(Shetland) on 26th, and on the Calf of
Man (Isle of Man) on 13th.

Grey-headed Wagtail At least nine
were seen along the east coast
between Suffolk and East Yorkshire,
and single males were also reported at
Black Rock Sands (N. Wales) on 6th and
on North Ronaldsay (Orkney) on 9th.

Ashy-headed Wagtail In Dorset, a
male was reported on Portland on 3rd.

Scops Owl Otus scops, Fair Isle, Shetland, May 2006 (Rebecca Nason). This and the opposite represented the twelfth
and thirteenth records for Shetland where, apart from singles in August 1905 and July 2003, all have been in spring.
This bird (which followed the first on Fair Isle in 2003) was trapped just six days after the Mainland sighting.
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Savi's Warbler Locustella luscinioides, Skaw, Unst, Shetland, May 2006 (Stefan Mcelwee).
The tenth for Scotland, but only one there has been seen away from Shetland: a singing male in the Tay reedbeds
(Perth & Kinross) in May 2005. Note the curved wing-edge, undertail pattern and rusty upperparts.

Female Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola, Holland Haven Male Grey-headed Wagtail Motacilla flava thunbergi,
CP, Essex, May 2006 (Craig Holden). West Runton, Norfolk, May 2006 (Steve Gantlett).

This bird was present for two days, but was sometimes The was one of about a dozen Grey-headed Wagtails
elusive and always rather distant. However, the sulphur- recorded in Britain during May. Note the typical dark
yellow, grey and black plumage is just visible in this blue-grey and black hood, yellow throat (with just a
photograph, as are the bold wing bars and the requisite small amount of white restricted to the chin) and olive
head pattern. breast ‘halters’.
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Male Red-spotted Bluethroat Luscinia svecica svecica, Fair Isle, Shetland, May 2006 (Rebecca Nason).
One of a dozen seen around Shetland. A couple were reported from Orkney, but only three were seen in England
American Robin Turdus migratorius, Boat of Garten, Highland, May 2006 (Martin Butters).

This bird or another was also photographed at Glenmore two days previously.
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Adult male Collared Flycatcher Ficedula albicollis, Brow Marsh, Shetland, May 2006 (Hugh Harrop).

The first for Britain was shot in Shetland (on Whalsay in May 1947). There have been 27 records around Britain, but
this represents the eleventh Collared Flycatcher for Shetland. All but one have been in spring (the other, a first-
winter trapped on Fair Isle in October 1986, being the only autumn record for Britain).

Male Iberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus ibericus, Postbridge, Male Iberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus ibericus,

Devon, May 2006 (Dave Stone). Pressmennan Lake, Lothian, May 2006 (Kris Gibb).
The general appearance recalls Willow Warbler as much This singing male was the first Iberian Chiffchaff to be
as Chiffchaff. Note also the pale feet and the extensively identified in Scotland. Note the strong, pale-based bill
yellow lower mandible. This and the Scottish individual and the yellow-washed supercilium. A detailed identifi-
were both singing and holding territories. cation article appears in Birding World 12:193-200.
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First-summer male Caucasian Stonechat Saxicola (maurus) variegatus, Pool of Virkie, Shetland, May 2006 (Steve Minton).
Caucasian Stonechat has only been recorded in Europe half-a-dozen times (see Birding World 17: 154-156) and has
only been photographed once before in Britain (a male at Porthgwarra, Cornwall, in October 1985). It is an extremely
‘black-and-white’ form, with the orange colouration being very restricted on the breast. In variegatus, the white rump
is always unmarked, and in these photographs the rump and uppertail-coverts can be seen to be wholly white. The
diagnostic Wheatear-like tail pattern is also shown here to perfection; white obviously extends well down the outer four
feathers, and only the central rectrices are wholly black. This stunning bird was present for only one afternoon; it had
moved on by the same evening and could not be relocated the next day, thus foiling attempts to twitch it from afar.

Male Turkestan Shrike Lanius phoenicuroides, Whitburn, Co. Durham, May 2006 (Mark Newsome).

This handsome adult male was present for just two hours on 14th May, lingering just long enough for its portrait to be
taken before moving off north. The distinguishing suite of characters include the warm, ginger-rufous crown, the strong
pale supercilium, the earthy-brown upperparts and the apricot flank flush contrasting with the otherwise clean white
underparts. This is only the fifth isabelline shrike to arrive in Britain during the spring migration in May/June, and the
first of these (on Fair Isle 1960) was also seen in mid May; it too was a male Turkestan Shrike. Most recently, a male
Turkestan Shrike was at Porlock Marsh, Somerset, on 3rd June 2003. See Birding World 16: 244-247 for a detailed
discussion of the identification and status of this species.
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Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator, May 2006, Whitburn Coastal Park, Co. Durham (Tom Tams), above, and Hambledon,

Hampshire (Kit Day). A dozen of these handsome shrikes were recorded during May.
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White-throated Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis, Sumburgh, Shetland, May 2006 (Hugh Harrop).

The twelfth for Shetland, and the tenth to occur on the islands in spring. Six of these have been in May, the other
four being June sightings. Shetland accounts for more than half of Britain’s spring records of this North American
sparrow. The only autumn sightings in the islands involve singles found in November 1971 and September 1996.

Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator, May 2006, Trent Meadows, Long Eaton, Derbyshire (Darren Chapman, left) and
Torver, Cumbria (Craig Shaw). This first-summer was in Derbyshire on 1st-3rd May and then relocated near Coniston
Water, Cumbria (125 miles to the NW) on 6th-12th May.
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Male Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus, Baltasound, Unst, Shetland, May 2006 (Stefan Mcelwee).

Male Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana, Fair Isle, Shetland, May 2006
(Deryk Shaw).

This particularly blue-headed male was the first of two Ortolans Bunting on
Fair Isle - the only ones recorded in Britain during the whole spring.
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Citrine Wagtail A female was at
Holland Haven CP (Essex) on 7th-8th.

Waxwing Following the last flock of 34
at Yeadon (W. Yorks) on 1st, two were
in Aberdeen (Aberdeenshire) on 5th-
6th, and three were seen in Shetland
on 8th (singles at Sumburgh and on
Fair Isle and Unst).

Red-spotted Bluethroat One was
singing on the Farne Islands (Northum-
berland) on 10th, and singles were at
Saltfleetby (Lincs) on 11th-13th and
South Gare (Cleveland) on 24th. In
Orkney, two were on North Ronaldsay
on 9th, with one male there on 10th.
About 15 more were seen around Shet-
land between 8th and 27th, including
six on Fair Isle on 8th and 11th.

Caucasian Stonechat A male of this
distinctive form, variegatus, was seen
and photographed at Virkie Willows
(Shetland) during the afternoon of 7th,
before quickly moving on.

American Robin One was photo-
graphed at two sites in Highland: at
Glenmore Forest Park, between
Aviemore and Loch Morlich, on 4th and
then in Auchgourish Gardens, Boat of
Garten, on 6th.

Savi’s Warbler In Shetland, one was at
Skaw, Unst, on 29th-31st.

Marsh Warbler One was trapped and
ringed at Portland Bill (Dorset) on 31st.
Great Reed Warbler Single singing
males were at Forfar Loch (Angus) on



13th-15th, Gunton Hall Lake (Suffolk)
on 16th, and Spurn (E. Yorks) on 27th.

Icterine Warbler Singles were at Rams-
dale Quarry, Stenness (Orkney) on
16th, on Fair Isle (Shetland) on 19th,
at Dungeness (Kent) on 25th and Bock-
hill Farm, St Margaret’s-at-Cliffe (Kent)
on 29th.

Melodious Warbler Singles were
reported singing at Beachy Head (E.
Sussex) on 16th and Royal Porthcawl
GC (S. Wales) on 29th.

Subalpine Warbler The first-summer
male remained on Hilbre Island (Wirral)
on until 8th. Singles were on the Garri-
son, St Mary’s (Scilly) on 6th,
Sumburgh (Shetland) on 7th, Grutness
(Shetland) and Vidlin (Shetland) on 8th,
on the Isle of May (Fife) on 8th-9th,
North Ronaldsay (Orkney) on 11th, at
Church Norton (W. Sussex) on 25th,
and on Ramsey lIsland (Pembs) on
23rd-27th.

Yellow-browed Warbler In Kent,
singles (both heard singing) were
reported at Dungeness on 4th and
Abbot’s Cliff on 9th.

Iberian Chiffchaff Single singing
males held territory at Pressmennan
Lake, near Dunbar (Lothian) on 5th-
11th and at Challacombe Farm, Dart-
moor (Devon) on 7th-28th.

Red-breasted Flycatcher One was on
Out Skerries (Shetland) on 12th.

Collared Flycatcher In Shetland, a
male was on fences at Brow Marsh,
near the Loch of Spiggie on 9th-10th.

Northern Long-tailed Tit In Essex, a
male was reportedly still mated with a
female rosaceus and feeding young in
a nest in a garden in Southend-on-Sea.
With the possibility of it being an aber-
rant bird of the europaeus group, good
photographs will be needed to confirm
its identity.

Golden Oriole Of 50 migrants
reported, 27 were in the south coast
counties between Kent and Scilly
(where the maximum count was four
on St Agnes, Isles of Scilly, on 12th)
and eight were at east coast sites. Of
the rest, five were in inland counties,
one was at Clawthorpe (Cumbria) on
3rd and four were in Wales (including
three on Skomer, Pembrokeshire, on
15th-18th). Also, two reached Scot-
land, the furthest north of which was
at Cunningsburgh (Shetland) on 26th,
while another nine were reported from
Ireland. In addition, up to four were at
the breeding site at Lakenheath Fen
RSPB Reserve (Suffolk).

Turkestan Shrike An adult male
visited Whitburn CP (Co. Durham)
briefly on 14th.

Red-backed Shrike Following an early
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First-summer female Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus,
Holme, Norfolk, May 2006 (Adrian Riley). The first for Norfolk.

male at Land’s End (Cornwall) on 4th,
further single males were on St
Martin’s (Scilly) on 6th and at Easing-
ton (E. Yorks) on 7th. Half a dozen
were seen in Shetland and Orkney
between 8th and 30th, including three
on Fair Isle (Shetland) on 8th-9th.
Single females were at Dungeness
(Kent) on 13th and Felixstowe Ferry
(Suffolk) on 27th, and single males
were on Portland (Dorset) on 29th and
at Catcott Lows (Somerset) on 31st.

Great Grey Shrike One was reported
at Leasowe (Wirral) on 1st.

Woodchat Shrike In the south coast
counties, singles were at Hambledon
(Hants) on 7th-9th, near St Levan
(Cornwall) on 7th-11th, on Bryher
(Scilly) on 14th-29th, on Portland
(Dorset) on 14th-29th, with two on
27th, and at Hengistbury Head (Dorset)
on 31st. A first-summer was at Long
Eaton (Derbyshire) on 2nd-3rd before
moving to Torver Low Common, near
Coniston Water (Cumbria) on 6th-12th.
Elsewhere, singles were at Great Ormes
Head (N. Wales) on 5th, on North
Ronaldsay (Orkney) on 6th, at Boyton
Marshes (Suffolk) on 14th-15th, and at
Whitburn CP (Co. Durham) on 21st-
23rd.

Rose-coloured Starling A first-
summer was found in the jaws of a cat
on lona (Argyll) on 14th, and one was
reported at Forsinard RSPB Reserve
(Highland) on 21st.

Serin Of 15 reported, the most inter-
esting included a female at Landguard
NR (Suffolk) on 3rd-5th and a male at
Spurn (E. Yorks) on 27th-28th.

—b—

Common Rosefinch Following a first-
summer male on Blakeney Point
(Norfolk) on 7th-8th, singles were
reported at Christchurch Harbour
(Dorset) on 8th, Flamborough Head (E.
Yorks) on 28th, and St Martin’s (Scilly)
on 31st, while five were seen around
Shetland between 10th and 30th.

Rose-breasted Grosbeak The first for
Norfolk, a first-summer female, was at
Holme on at least 5th-7th; during its
stay, it collided with a window, was
kept in a cage, was ringed and released
and was suppressed throughout.

White-throated Sparrow In Shetland,
an adult was at Sumburgh Farm on
13th and then at Quendale next day.

Ortolan Bunting Single males were on
Fair Isle (Shetland) on 8th-15th and
24th-26th.

Escapes A pelican sp. was reported on
a canal near Nottingham (Notts) on
15th, the ringed Ross’s Goose
remained at Cley (Norfolk) until 3rd,
the Red-breasted Goose remained at
Martin Mere WWT Reserve (Lancs) all
month and Bar-headed Geese were
reported on South Ronaldsay (Orkney)
on 23rd and at Montrose (Angus) on
27th. The female Ring-necked Duck
remained on the River Thames at Port
Meadow (Oxfordshire) all month, a
Lesser Whistling Duck was at Dray-
cote Water (Warks) on 13th, and a
Speckled Teal was reported on Hick-
ling Broad (Norfolk) on 13th. The Great
Bustard (from the Salisbury Plain rein-
troduction) was still at Catcott Lows
(Somerset) mid month.
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Western Palearctic News

Highlights reported this month include the first Slender-billed Gulls for Belgium, the first Slender-billed Gulls and the
first Solitary Sandpiper for the Netherlands, the first Rufous Turtle Dove for the Faeroe Islands, the first Lesser
Kestrel for Estonia, and the second Trinidade Petrel for the Azores. As with British and Irish bird news published in
Birding World, all rarity records are subject to ratification by each country’s respective records committee.

FRANCE A Pallas’s Grasshopper
Warbler was reported at Alénya,
Pyrénées-Orientales, on 29th April.
May records included a male Ring-
necked Duck at Noirmoutier, Vendée,
on 20th-23rd, an exceptional dispersal
of Griffon Vultures, with dozens of
birds seen outside the breeding range,
up to Alsace, Bourgogne, Franche-
Comté and Charente, single Lesser
Spotted Eagles at Bellet, Alpes-
Maritimes, on 1st and in Petite Camar-
gue, Haut-Rhin, on 11th, a sub-adult
Imperial Eagle in Camargue, Bouches-
du-Rhone, on 4th, with an immature at
Tholon-les-Mémizes, Haute-Savoie, on
14th, 22 Red-footed Falcons, seven
Eleonora’s Falcons, an adult dark
morph Gyr Falcon on Ouessant,
Finistére, on 3rd-6th, the adult Black-
winged Pratincole still in Camargue,
Bouches-du-Rhone, at least 40
Dotterels, single Pectoral Sandpipers
at étang de Berre, Bouches-du-Rhone,
on 15th-16th and at Talizat, Cantal, on

21st, two Broad-billed Sandpipers, a
Buff-breasted Sandpiper at Moéze,
Charente-Maritime, until 14th (from
30th April), three Marsh Sandpipers,
a Lesser Yellowlegs on Quessant,
Finistére, on 2nd-4th, a Terek Sand-
piper in Camargue, Bouches-du-Rhone,
on 9th, a first-summer Laughing Gull
at Legé, Loire-Atlantique, on 26th, a
Franklin’s Gull at Chateauneuf sur
Loire, Loiret, on 13th, a first-summer
Bonaparte’s Gull at lac de Grand-Lieu,
Loire-Atlantique, on 2nd, a first-summer
Sabine’s Gull at Port-la-Nouvelle,
Aude, on 2nd, 10 Slender-billed Gulls
at lac Amance, Aube, on 8th, with one
at Plobsheim, Bas-Rhin, on 15th, and
the adult still at Noirmoutier, a first-
summer Glaucous Gull at Mardyck,
Nord, on 2nd, 18 White-winged Black
Terns, 31 Red-throated Pipits, a male
Black-headed Wagtail at Parcé-sur-
Sarthe, Sarthe, on 14th, the wintering
Hume’s Yellow-browed Warbler on
QOuessant until 4th, the Spotless

Starling still on Noirmoutier, and a
singing male Common Rosefinch at
Pontarlier, Doubs, on 26th; also, two
Laughing Doves were seen at Bastia,
Corsica, on 28th.

BELGIUM A pair of adult Slender-
billed Gulls at Het Zwin, Knokke, on
9th May represented the first record of
the species for Belgium; one bird
remained until 11th May. A singing
male Thrush Nightingale on the
Belgian border at Thorn, Limburg, the
Netherlands, on 12th-21st May hopped
back and forth between the two coun-
tries and represented only the second-
ever field observation of the species in
Belgium. Other May records included a
Squacco Heron at Zoutleeuw from
21st, with another at Zonhoven on
24th, a Griffon Vulture over Latour on
22nd, a Short-toed Eagle over Gent on
3rd, a pale morph Booted Eagle over
Wintam and Willebroek on 28th, a
hybrid Black Tern x Whiskered Tern

White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus, Delfstrahuizen, Friesland, the Netherlands, May 2006 (Marten van Dijl).
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at Amay on 2nd, eight Bee-eaters
returned to Wachtebeke for their fifth
year, a singing male Iberian Chiff-
chaff still at Genk (from 22nd April),
and a Woodchat Shrike at Lillo on 4th.

NETHERLANDS The highlights of May
were an almost incredible seven
Slender-billed Gulls, the first for the
Netherlands: three adults at the
Kreupel (a small island in the
IJsselmeer) on 5th, and single adult
pairs at the Blikken and the Dollard on
6th, with the last staying until 9th, the
Blikken birds later moving to Het Zwin
in Belgium, and the Kreupel birds
moving to Medemblik on 6th. In addi-
tion, a first-summer was watched for
an hour by a single observer at Den
Oever on 17th. Also, the first Solitary
Sandpiper for the Netherlands, a first-
summer of the eastern race, solitarius
(because of the lores) was at the
Bokkegat on 14th-17th May, and a
first-summer male Baikal Teal
(perhaps the first good record for the
Netherlands) was at Langeraar on
15th, at Oudekerk on 18th and near
Amsterdam on 21st May. Other May
highlights included the Green Heron
still at Amsterdam, an immature
Lammergeier at Appelscha on 17th
and at Norg on 18th, a female Rock
Thrush in Flevoland for just two hours
on 8th, and a male Eastern Black-
eared Wheatear briefly on Texel on
23rd. Other May records included a
White-billed Diver past Camperduin
on 14th, a sub-adult White Pelican  Adult summer Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes, Ouessant, Finistére, France,
(the eighth for the Netherlands) at May 2006 (Aurélien Audevard).

Hummelo on 6th and then at various
localities (including the Wadden
Islands) before settling down at the
Tjeukermeer at the month’s end, at
least five Pallid Harriers, a pale morph
Booted Eagle at the Strabrechtse
Heide on 3rd, a Stone Curlew at
Neeltje Jans on 12th, three brief sight-
ings of American Golden Plover
(perhaps the same bird at various
sites), four Broad-billed Sandpipers,
two Terek Sandpipers, an elusive
apparent first-summer Heuglin’s Gull
at Amsterdam from 21st (which would
be the first for the Netherlands if it
were accepted), a first-summer Baltic
Lesser Black-backed Gull (fuscus)
complete with Finnish (Pori) ring at
Amsterdam on 25th-26th, single
Roseate Terns at Flauwers Inlagen on
18th and at Camperduin on 23rd-24th,
an Alpine Swift at Sophia Polder on
24th, eight Red-rumped Swallows, a
female Citrine Wagtail at Den Helder
on 5th and on Texel the next day, a
Short-toed Lark also on Texel on 7th,
a singing male Thrush Nightingale at
Thorn, Limburg, from 12th, single
singing male Western Bonelli’s
Warbler at the Maasvlakte and Donkere
Duinen both on 11th, a singing male

Adult dark morph Gyr Falcon Falco rusticolus, Ouessant, Finistére, France,
May 2006 (Aurélien Audevard). Dick Forsman has commented that this
appears to be a NE North American (so-called labradorus) type Gyr Falcon.
Since it is an adult (or subadult), the potential for it being an escape, as
opposed to a genuine vagrant, needs to be considered.
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Male Masked Wagtail Motacilla (alba) personata, Glabo, Oland, Sweden, April
2006 (Daniel Steen). The second for Europe, following the male in Norway
from 15th November 2003 until 9th April 2004 (and potentially the same
individual, of course). Europe’s only Amur Wagtail occurred in England on
5th-6th April 2005. Pied wagtails are obviously worth paying attention to.

Iberian Chiffchaff at Alkmaar from
25th, three Subalpine Warblers, and a
Woodchat Shrike on Schiermonnikoog
on 7th. The story of the Demoiselle
Crane migrating and lingering every
spring at the Blauwe Kamer seems to
be solved: it is apparently an escape
from a nearby zoo, unringed but
micro-chipped; it seems to have paired
up with a wild Common Crane, which
it now follows on its migrations, but
visits the zoo environs every spring,
and it probably accounts for the other
sightings with Common Cranes in west-
ern Europe in recent years.

GERMANY May reports included two
Griffon Vultures in Niedersachsen on
28th, an adult Demoiselle Crane with
nine Common Cranes at Dromling,
Sachsen-Anhalt, on 14th (but see
Netherlands news), a Sociable Plover
at Ottersberg, Niedersachsen, on 15th-
17th, a Terek Sandpiper at Eidewatt,
Katinger Watt, on 11th-16th, four adult
Slender-billed Gulls at Altrhein
Wyhlen, Baden-Wirttemberg, on 9th,
with one still present next day and
three at Waghdausel, Baden-Wirttem-
berg, on 13th, and, on Heligoland, a
Blyth’s Pipit on 1st-2nd, an Alpine

Accentor on 3rd, a Paddyfield Warbler
on 17th-18th, and a Rock Bunting (the
first there for over 100 years!) on 11th.

DENMARK May reports included a
drake Black Scoter at Blavandshuk on
26th, a male Lesser Kestrel at Grenen,
Skagen, on 6th (the tenth for Denmark),
a White-rumped Sandpiper at Ulvshale
Nordstrand, Mgn, on 29th, and a Crag
Martin at Male, Mgn, on 26th (the
sixth for Denmark).

FAEROE ISLANDS The first Rufous
Turtle Dove for the islands (a bird of
the form meena) remained until at
least 19th April (from December
2005). Other April records included a
male Black Duck at Klaksvik on 10th
and (perhaps the same) at Kollafjgrdur
on 27th, with a female at Torshavn on
19th, a male and two female Harle-
quin Ducks (regularly returning birds)
at Kirkjubg on at least 15th, a male
Mandarin Duck at Torshavn on 15th,
a sub-adult Ring-billed Gull at
Sgrvagur on 25th, and a second-winter
Kumlien’s Gull at Argir until at least
15th (from 5th March).

ICELAND May records include a Night
Heron at Neskaupstadur on 15th-22nd
(9th record), a Little Egret at
Djuapivogur on 27th, a returning adult
White-fronted Goose (albifrons) at
Orafasveit on 22nd (where it bred in

Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria, Wissenkerke, Zeeland, the Netherlands, May 2006 (Phil Koken). The first for the
Netherlands. A first-summer of the eastern form, solitarius (note the dark lores and bold upperpart spotting).




2005), two Snow Geese at Kelduhverfi
on 16th, a Black Brant at Grun-
nifjordur on 17th, five Canada Geese,
three American Wigeons, four Green-
winged Teals, seven Garganey from
1st, a drake Pochard at Képasker on
6th-17th, a pair of Ring-necked Ducks
at Hofgardar, Stadarsveit, until 1st
(from 30th April), with further single
drakes at Lake Myvatn on 7th,
Melrakkaslétta early in the month and
Baulutjorn, Myrar, on 25th, five King
Eiders, a female Steller’s Eider still at
Melrakkaslétta (seen in the same area
in 2005), a male White-winged Scoter
at Skutulsfjordur on 20th, a female
Marsh Harrier at Hveragerdi on 13th
(8th record), two Coots, a Common
Crane at Olfus on 12th-13th, at least
266 Pomarine Skuas reported from
several areas (including 200 at
Stokkseyri on 4th), a second-summer
Ring-billed Gull at Grafarvogur until
3rd, three Little Gulls, a Common
Tern at Hvalfjérdur on 16th (c.5th
record), a Turtle Dove at Hof, Orafi,
on 17th-23rd, a Long-eared Owl at
H6fn on 5th, three Sand Martins, a
record at least 136 Swallows, 16
House Martins, three Waxwings, five
Blackcaps, 10 Chiffchaffs, five Willow
Warblers, six Chaffinches, 11 Bram-
blings, a male Greenfinch at Hof,
Orafi, on 22nd (5th record), a male
Bullfinch at Akureyri on 7th, three
Hawfinches, a male Lapland Bunting
at Eyrarbakki on 6th-7th, and a female
Yellowhammer at Hof, Orzfi, on 22nd.

NORWAY May records included a Pied-
billed Grebe reported at Rygge,
@stfold, on 21st, three Little Egrets,
four Great White Egrets, two White
Storks, four drake Green-winged
Teals, a Short-toed Eagle at Faerder,
Vestfold, on 21st, nine Red Kites, four
Black Kites, seven Montagu’s Harri-
ers, a Pallid Harrier at Borrevannet,
Vestfold, on 6th, eight Red-footed
Falcons, single Pectoral Sandpipers
in Klepp on 4th-5th and at Tromsg,
Troms, on 4th, a Terek Sandpiper at
Hamar, Hedmark, on 21st, a Slender-
billed Gull reported passing Skogsay,
Hordaland, on 8th (the first for Norway
if accepted), a Ring-billed Gull in
Bergen, Hordaland, on 16th, a Yellow-
legged Gull at Lista all month, a Gull-
billed Tern in Vestfold on 22nd, a
White-winged Black Tern at Hvaler on
8th, four Short-toed Larks, single Red-
rumped Swallows at Lista on 3rd and
Rygge on 22nd, single Tawny Pipits
at Karmgy on 6th-8th and Jomfruland,
Telemark, on 7th, single Citrine
Wagtails at Lista on 1st and Klepp on
2nd, a River Warbler at Sauherad,
Telemark, on 28th, four Subalpine
Warblers, two Firecrests, a nest-
building Penduline Tit at Ha, Rogaland,
from 11th, single Serins in Oslo on
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Slender-billed Gull Larus genei, Het Zwin, Knokke, Belgium, May 2006
(Yves Baptiste). The first for Belgium; two were present on 9th May and one

remained until 11th May.

23rd-26th and at Kristiansand, Vest
Agder, from 26th, and three Corn
Buntings.

SWEDEN The first Masked Wagtail
(personata) for Sweden was at Glabo,
Oland, on 29th April. May records
included a male Lesser Kestrel at
Dréstorpsmossen, Oland, on 24th
(12th record), an Eleonora’s Falcon at
Falsterbo, Scania, on 3rd (12th record),
a Long-billed Dowitcher at lake
Hammarsjon, Scania, on 6th-8th (15th
record), a Ross’s Gull on Hono, Bohus-
lan, on 9th (18th record), a male Black-

eared Wheatear at Nasbo krok,
Halland, on 12th-13th (11th record,
following another male at Svedberga,
Scania, on 29th April), and also a
Cory’s Shearwater past Halland on
20th, five Little Egrets, 14 Great
White Egrets, two Spoonbills, 10 Red-
breasted Geese, a male Baikal Teal at
Getteron, Halland, on 5th-15th (this
species is regarded as an escape in
Sweden), five male Green-winged
Teals, a male Blue-winged Teal at
Stockviken, Gotland, until 4th (from
30th April), two male Red-crested
Pochards, a Ferruginous Duck past

Slender-billed Gulls Larus genei, Zeeland, the Netherlands, May 2006
(Phil Koken). An influx produced the first records for the Netherlands.
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White-rumped Swift Apus caffer, Monfrague, Extremedura,
Spain, May 2006 (John Jackson).

Paddyfield Warbler Acrocephalus agricola, Heligoland,
Germany, May 2006 (Eric Koops).

Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia, Thorn, Limburg,
the Netherlands, May 2006 (Ran Schols). This bird,
about the sixtieth Thrush Nightingale for the Netherlands,
was right on the Belgian border and hopped back and forth
between the two countries; in Belgium, it represented
only the second ever field observation of the species.

Female Rock Thrush Monticola saxatilis, Lelystad,
Flevoland, the Netherlands, May 2006 (Martijn Renders).
Present for just two hours.
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Getteron, Halland, on 1st, three single
male Black Scoters reported at Land-
sort, S6dermanland, on Tst, Harge,
Narke, on 2nd, and Kaseberga, Scania,
on 4th (following another reported
flying past Halland on 27th April), five
Surf Scoters, a male Ruddy Duck at
Tofta kile, Bohuslan, on 6th-12th, 20
Pallid Harriers, a Lesser Spotted
Eagle at Trdfors, Varmland, on 26th-
28th, a Spotted Eagle at Fyledalen,
Scania, on 27th, 25 Red-footed
Falcons, a Stone Curlew at Morlunda,
Smaland, on 24th, a Collared Pratin-
cole at Kabusa, Scania, on 12th-13th,
seven Kentish Plovers, 18 Marsh
Sandpipers, seven Terek Sandpipers,
11 Mediterranean Gulls, a Gull-billed
Tern at Sundstorp, Vdarmland on 23rd-
24th, a Whiskered Tern at lake Rynin-
gen, Smaland, on 19th-22nd and at
lake Draven, Smaland, on 23rd-28th,
nine White-winged Black Terns, a
Briinnich’s Guillemot past Ekerum,
Oland, on 7th, 10 European Bee-
eaters, 37 Hoopoes (a high number),
seven Short-toed Larks, about 13 Red-
rumped Swallows, 15 Citrine
Wagtails, a male Subalpine Warbler
(probably albistriata) at Halmstad on
7th-8th, just five Greenish Warblers,
a Dusky Warbler at Vallda Sando,
Halland, on 15th, and four Little
Buntings.

FINLAND The second Lesser
Yellowlegs for Finland was at Koylio
for just two hours on 17th May. Other
May records included a Great White
Egret at Pori on 21st-22nd, five Red-
breasted Geese, a Snow Goose
migrating at Porvoo on 22nd, with
another at Virolahti on 27th, a putative
hybrid Ross’s Goose x Snow Goose at
Tohmajarvi on 24th-29th, a few Lesser
White-fronted Geese at Siikajoki
during the first two weeks of the
month, a Ruddy Shelduck at Pyhtaa
Ristisaari on 20th-21st (and then seen
migrating at Virolahti on 21st), six
Mandarin Ducks, a male Green-
winged Teal at Uusikaupunki on 3rd-
4th and Lumijoki on 4th, single male
American  Wigeons at Kristi-
inankaupunki on 19th and Suomusjarvi
on 25th, a male Surf Scoter at Pyhajoki
on 9th and then twitchable at Siikajoki
next day, the first twitchable Red Kite
for Finland at Hammarland, Aland, on
20th-21st (the same first-summer bird
was seen at Korppoo, Jurmo, two days
earlier), a Short-toed Eagle at Virolahti
on 7th, 16 Lesser Spotted Eagles,
nine Spotted Eagles, a Steppe Eagle
at Oulu on 27th-28th, an Imperial
Eagle reported at Hamina on 21st, at
least 30 Pallid Harriers, 50 Montagu’s
Harriers, just eight Red-footed
Falcons, just one Little Crake, at
Hollola on 28th (in 2005 this species
was not recorded in Finland for the
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first time for 25 years), 25 Avocets, 20
Marsh Sandpipers, a female Grey
Phalarope at Kristiinankaupunki on
25th-28th, with another there on 28th-
29th, a first-summer Ross’s Gull past
Kirkkonummi Porkkala on 2nd, six
White-winged Black Terns, a display-
ing male Rufous Turtle Dove (meena)
at llomantsi on 16th-17th (the tenth
for Finland), two European Bee-eaters
at Hamina on 12th, with another at
Siikajoki on 27th-28th, 16 Hoopoes, a
Short-toed Lark at Korppoo Utd on
28th-29th, a Crested Lark at Jamsa on
25th, single Tawny Pipits at Drags-
fjard on 18th-22nd and Kirkkonummi
on 25th, single Richard’s Pipits at
Helsinki on 4th-5th and Hanko on
22nd, 21 Citrine Wagtails, 11 Savi’s
Warblers, 14 Collared Flycatchers, a
Penduline Tit at Hamina, a Long-
tailed Rosefinch of unknown origin at
Lemland Lagskar on 8th, a Steppe
Grey Shrike on Dragsfjard Bjorkboda
on 19th-23rd, a Lesser Grey Shrike at
Korppoo Jurmo on 25th-26th and
Jyvaskyld on 27th, single Serins at
Hanko on 8th and Porvoo on 13th, and
a Corn Bunting at Lemland Lagskar on
25th-26th.

ESTONIA The first Lesser Kestrel for
Estonia, a male, was at Paslepa on 29th
April. May records included five Great
White Egrets at Aardla on 25th, a
Short-toed Eagle at Saatse on 20th,
two Red-footed Falcons, two Little
Crakes at Pikla on 23rd, a Dotterel at

Austurgrunne on 20th, a Marsh Sand-
piper at Pogar on 20th, a Terek Sand-
piper at Haapsalu on 21st, a Grey
Phalarope at Roosta on 21st, seven
White-winged Black Terns and a
European Bee-eater at Aardla on 18th,
a Lesser Grey Shrike at Sorve on
22nd, and a Corn Bunting at Laeva on
25th.

LATVIA May records included a White-
billed Diver past Cape Kolka on 1st,
at least seven Red-footed Falcons,
and a pair of Great Grey Owls found
in Ludza in mid month.

POLAND May records included a
Pygmy Cormorant at Zator fish-ponds
on 16th and at Jeziorsko Reservoir on
20th, an adult Cattle Egret (7th
record) at Modlin until 3rd (from 30th
April), a Spoonbill at Wizna on 23rd, a
Red-breasted Goose at Jeziorsko
Reservoir on 16th, five Pallid Harriers,
six Long-legged Buzzards, single
Steppe Eagles at Biebrza Marshes on
3rd, near Wroclaw on 6th and at
Jeziorsko Reservoir on 16th, a sub-
adult Imperial Eagle at Pieniny on
23rd, a pair of Black-winged Stilts at
Wroclaw on 22nd-24th, a Terek Sand-
piper at Spytkowice fish-ponds on
11th-12th, a Red-rumped Swallow at
Przegalina on 1st (5th record), a
Subalpine Warbler at Dabkowice on
2nd (4th record), and a Dusky Warbler
at Biebrza marshes on 2nd.

HUNGARY May records included a

Broad-billed Sandpiper Limicola falcinellus, Ghadira NR, Malta, May 2006
(Ray Galea). The sixth for Malta and the first there in spring.
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Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis, Linosa, Italy, May 2006

(Michele Vigano).

Ruddy Shelduck at Fertoujlak until
10th, a pair of Whooper Swans with
three small chicks at the Ipoly River on
12th (the second breeding record for
Hungary), a summer-plumaged male
Grey Phalarope at Abadszalok on
22nd-25th, a Gull-billed Tern at Begecs
Reservoir on 4th-9th, the Black-eared
Wheatear at Szarsomylo until 7th, a
peak of 27 Rose-coloured Starlings
on the Hortobagy on 19th, and a male
Cirl Bunting at Szarsomylo until at
least 16th.

ROMANIA The first 12 Rose-coloured
Starlings of the season were reported
in the southeast on 17th and, by 24th,
single flocks of 25 and 40 were seen
in western Dobrogea.

AUSTRIA Late April records included a
Black-winged Stilt at Gralla on 2nd,
two Short-toed Larks at Zwerndorf on
22nd, a male Black-headed Wagtail at
Seibersdorf on 29th, an Aquatic Warbler
in the Rhinedelta on 22nd, a Cirl
Bunting at Bischofshofen on 7th and a
singing male Ortolan Bunting at
Leopoldschlag on 30th. May records
included single Squacco Herons at
Sablatnigmoor on 2nd-3rd, in See-
winkel on 6th and in Vienna on 18th, a
Short-toed Eagle at Marchegg on 7th,
a Pallid Harrier at Nickelsdorf on 14th,
two Long-legged Buzzards at Edelstal
on 7th, an adult Lesser Spotted Eagle
in Hansag on 13th, a dark morph
Booted Eagle at Villach-Landskron on
1st-8th, a Pectoral Sandpiper in See-
winkel on 19th, a Marsh Sandpiper in
Seewinkel on 1st and in the Rhinedelta
on 2nd, a flock of 250 Little Gulls at
Schwarzlteich on 2nd, an immature
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Slender-billed Gull at Marchegg on
8th, with an adult reported in the
Rhinedelta on 14th (the 11th & 12th
for Austria), a Gull-billed Tern in the
Rhinedelta on 7th, a Short-toed Lark
at Rabensburg on 13th, a Richard’s
Pipit at Heiligenkreuz on 1st, a return-
ing pair of Black-headed Wagtails in
the Rhinedelta on 25th, single singing
male Thrush Nightingales at llimitz
on 3rd and Moosbrunn on 13th-17th,
and a Lesser Grey Shrike at Graz on
17th.

SWITZERLAND May records included a
Booted Eagle at Neuchatel on 2nd, 13
Griffon Vultures at six sites (mostly in
the west), an Egyptian Vulture at
Chardonne, Vaud, on 4th, a Great
Snipe at Kallnach, Bern, on 20th, six
Slender-billed Gulls at Préverenges,
Vaud, with singles at Klingnau, Aargau,
on 10th and CdC, Vaud, on 17th, an
adult Pomarine Skua at Hagnek, Bern,
on 8th, a male Citrine Wagtail at
Gampel, Valais, on 6th, a River Warbler
at Gudo, Ticino, on 14th, and a male
Black-headed Bunting at Ramosch,
Graubiinden, on 29th.

SPAIN May records included the three
Lesser Flamingos seen again at the
Ebre Delta, Tarragona, early in the
month, with another adult at Laguna
del camino de Villafranca, Ciudad Real,
on 5th-18th, a Sacred Ibis at the
Guadalhorce rivermouth, Malaga, until
20th (from 29th April), a first-winter
White-rumped Sandpiper at the Ebre
Delta on 28th-29th, the Wilson’s
Phalarope (from 15th April) seen again
in the Ebre Delta on 5th-13th, the first-
summer Bonaparte’s Gull still at Ria
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do Burgo, A Coruiia, on 18th, an adult
Lesser Crested Tern on the beach of
Dofiana NP, Huelva, on 4th, with a pair
at the Ebre Delta on 9th, a Royal Tern
reported at Zolina pond, Pamplona, on
8th, single male Black-headed Wagtails
at Aiguamolls de I’Emporda, Girona,
until 1st (from 27th April) and at the
Llobregat Delta, Barcelona, on 16th-
22nd, and an adult Rose-coloured
Starling at the Ebre Delta on 2nd.

GIBRALTAR A remarkable five Icterine
Warblers (four of them trapped &
ringed) on 14th May comprised only
the second record for Gibraltar.

MALLORCA An adult male Pallid Harrier
was reported at S’Albufera on 5th May.

SARDINIA May records included the
Black Vulture still with the Griffon
Vultures in the northwest of the
island, a pair of White Storks nesting
at Ozieri, with another pair probably
nesting at Alghero, two Ruddy Shel-
ducks and c¢.40 breeding pairs of
Collared Pratincoles at the Gulf of
Oristano, and a Great Spotted Cuckoo
in the south of the island early in the
month (following two seen at the Gulf
of Oristano on 21th April).

MALTA The sixth Broad-billed Sand-
piper for Malta, and the first in spring,
was at Ghadira Nature Reserve on 10th
May. Other May records included three
Great White Egrets at Ramla Valley,
Gozo, on 6th, a female Semi-collared
Flycatcher trapped and ringed at
Simar NR on 9th, and a male Red-
backed Shrike on Gozo on 24th.

GREECE Three Blue-cheeked Bee-
eaters were at Gennadi, Rhodes, on
12th April. The third Isabelline Shrike
for Greece was reported at
Antikythera, Eptanisa, on 16th May,
and other May records included two
Steppe Eagles at Antikythera,
Eptanisa, on 2nd, three Terek Sand-
pipers with ¢.440 Curlew Sandpipers
and ¢.1,800 Little Stints at Kalohori
Lagoon, Thessalonika, on 13th, and a
male Citrine Wagtail at Alikes salt-
pans, Zakinthos, on 14th.

LESVOS Two Black Vultures over Sigri
on 20th April represented the first
record for the island, while a White-
tailed Plover at Alikoudi Pool on 13th
April and at Skala Polichnitos salt-pans
a few days later was the fourth for
Lesvos, and an Arctic Skua off Agios
Fokas on 23rd April was the third
record. Other records included a Blue-
cheeked Bee-eater (the fourth record
for the island) amongst a party of
European Bee-eaters between Petra
and Molivos on 2nd May, two pairs of
White-throated Robins in the Sigri
area by 3rd May, and at least four
Great Snipe and at least three Citrine
Wagtails at Kalloni in early May.



AZORES The second Trinidade Petrel
for the Azores and the Western
Palearctic was photographed off Faial
on 17th May (see pages 210-211).

CANARY ISLANDS Daily pelagic
birding trips off Puerto Rico, Gran
Canaria, during 2nd-6th May produced
two Little Shearwaters, one Great
Shearwater, 14 Bulwer’s Petrels, 10
White-faced Petrels, nine Madeiran
Petrels, two Wilson’s Petrels, one
Leach’s Petrel, three Sabine’s Gulls,
two Grey Phalaropes and two Poma-
rine Skuas, as well as commoner
seabirds, including over 1,000 Cory’s
Shearwaters each day. The drake
Blue-winged Teal at Salinas de Janu-
bio, Lanzarote, remained until 7th
May.

MOROCCO The second Buff-breasted
Sandpiper for Morocco was at Quza-
zate on 24th April.

CYPRUS April records included an
Imperial Eagle by the Paramali tunnel
on 12th, a Spotted Crake at Evretou
Dam from 30th (until 2nd May), single
Baillon’s Crakes at Evretou Dam on
8th-9th and 19th, three Bar-tailed
Godwits at Meneou Pools on 25th
(17th record), a White-throated Robin
at Cape Kormakiti on 5th (10th
record), and an Olive-tree Warbler
reported at Karavas on 20th. May
records included single Great Black-
headed Gulls at Chelones on 7th and
at Apostolos Andreas on 8th, single
Pied Kingfishers at Akhna Dam on 3rd
and Zakaki Marsh on 19th (following
two others in late April), a White-
throated Robin at Cape Andreas on
8th (11th record), a Rose-coloured
Starling at the Nata ford on 22nd, and
a Trumpeter Finch at Cape Greco on
3rd.

EGYPT Records from Abu Simbel
included 25 Yellow-billed Storks, an
African Collared Dove and an African
Pied Wagtail on 30th April and 16
Pink-backed Pelicans on 1st May,
while other April records included 400
Levant Sparrowhawks and 1,000
White-eyed Gulls at Hurghada on
25th, three Sooty Falcons at Gifton
Saghir on 25th, five Painted Snipes at
Lake Qarun on 21st, a Namaqua Dove
at Aswan on 29th, two Senegal
Coucals at Abassa-Abou Hammad on
22nd, and a Pale Rock Sparrow at
Zafaraana on 23rd. May records
included a Goliath Heron at Wadi
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Trumpeter Finch Bucanetes glthagmeus Cape Greco Cyprus, May 2006
(Stavros Christodoulides).

Lahami on 21st, with another at
Shalatein next day, with 28 Lappet-
faced Vultures and three Namaqua
Doves also at Shalatein on 22nd, and
four African Collared Doves near
Hotel Calimera, north of Marsa Alam,
on 20th.

ISRAEL May records included a Brown
Booby off Eilat until 14th, two or three
adult Red-billed Tropicbirds also off
there until 8th, the Lesser Flamingo
at Eilat Km20 salt-pans until at least
20th, a White-tailed Plover also there
on 5th, at least seven Crested Honey
Buzzards seen migrating over the Eilat
mountains and Arava Valley during the
first half of the month, three Black-
crowned Finch Larks at Km77, Central
Arava, on 3rd, a Black Bush Robin at
Ne’ot Smadar, South Negev, on 8th, a
River Warbler at Wadi Ayun, Galilee,
on 13th, a Daurian Shrike at Yotvata
on 16th-17th, 20 Rose-coloured
Starlings at Hula on 13th, an influx of

thousands of pairs of Pale Rock
Sparrows into the Negev desert, with
¢.1,000 pairs between Sde Boker and
Be’er Sheva (the second ever breeding
event away from Mt. Hermon; the first,
which involved far fewer birds, was in
summer 2001), and a Common
Rosefinch at Wadi Ayun, Galilee, on
13th.

LEBANON The first Namaqua Dove for
Lebanon was reported at Kfar Zabad on
16th May, while other May records
included 72 White Pelicans at Aammiq
on 9th, four Glossy Ibises also there
on 5th, four Great Snipe also there
during 16th-23rd, an Eleonora’s
Falcon and seven Rose-coloured Star-
lings at Tel el Akhdar on 17th, a male
White-throated Robin returned to one
of the only two known breeding sites
in the country at Tannourine Cedars by
1st, and an influx of Pale Rock
Sparrows to the West Bekaa from 7th
(absent from this area in 2005).

News this month was supplied by Philippe Dubois (France), Gerald Driessens (Belgium), Max Berlijn (the Netherlands),
Jochen Dierschke (Germany), Silas Olofson (Faeroe Islands), Yann Kolbeinsson (Iceland), Vegard Bunes (Norway), Douglas
Gustafsson & Eric Ohman (Sweden), Annika Forsten and Mika Ohtonen/Lintutiedotus (Finland), Uku Paal (Estonia & Latvia),
Tadeusz Stawarczyk (Poland), Tamas Zalai and Tibor Hadarics (Hungary), Andreas Ranner and Georg Juen (Austria), Adrian
Jordi (Switzerland), Ricard Gutiérrez (Spain), Ernest Garcia/GONHS (Gibraltar), Marcello Grussu/GOS (Sardinia), Ray Galea
(Malta), Nikos Probonas, Dave Bishop and Andy Jayne (Greece), Richard Brooks and Ed Opperman (Lesvos), Dave Gray
(Canary Islands), Julien Piette (Morocco), Colin Richardson (Cyprus), Olle Holst/Avifauna and Kris de Rouck (Egypt), Yoav
Perlman/IRDC (Israel) and Richard Prior (Lebanon). =g
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The Calandra Lark on the Isle of May

Mark Newell

Early on the morning of Friday 12th May 2006,
there was a noticeable chill in the air on the Isle
of May, Fife. It had been clear and sunny for
several days, but this morning was cloudy. The
best bird of the spring on the island so far had
been a Subalpine Warbler for four days - a very
pleasant addition to my island list - but, with its
departure, there were now very few migrants to
see. | checked on the breeding progress of a
plot of Guillemots and then, on my way back to
the observatory for breakfast, decided to do a
quick round of the traps, just in case there was
something lurking, despite the wintry-feeling
weather. There were several Willow Warblers by
the top heligoland trap, and | heard the sound
of a lark somewhere overhead. To my sleepy
ears, it sounded like a Skylark, and | thought
nothing more of it, returned for my breakfast
and then headed off for a morning of seabird
monitoring duties.

At about midday, | walked across to the main
lighthouse and bumped into Jim Washford and
Les Arkless, who were staying at the bird obser-
vatory. They mentioned seeing a bird that they
had never seen before and could not identify.
However, their description just left me
confused: it was apparently “like a thrush with a
loping flight, a pale belly and a black line across
its throat”. All | could think of was a pratincole,
even though nothing but the throat-line really
fitted. But when they mentioned that they could

Plate 1. Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra, Isle of May,
Fife, May 2006 (Lee Gregory). The twelfth British record.
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not remember where on the island they had
seen it, | said | would keep an eye out, and then
| just wandered off, baffled.

But all became clear as | approached the top
trap: a lark took off from a small piece of rough
ground nearby. As | looked at it through my
binoculars, | saw its black underwing, white
trailing wing-edge and large size, and | knew
immediately that | was looking at a Calandra
Lark. It gave a Skylark-like call and, as it flew in
a wide circle with bowed wings and bounding
flight, the black patches on the sides of its neck
were clear. It dropped down in the as-yet unocc-
upied tern colony, so | headed across there in
the hope of obtaining some views of it on the
ground. As | approached the spot, it immedi-
ately took flight and returned to its original posi-
tion, but it was in view and, albeit at long range,
| was able to see it on the ground and note its
large bill and narrow breast band.

| then ran off to summon the other interested
island residents. After more flight views, we
could see that it had a regular route between
three points around the lighthouse.

I knew full well that this was a stunningly rare
bird that many people would love to see and |
was keen to release the news, but there was the
small matter of the 250,000 seabirds on the
island to consider. Large parts of the island are
undermined with Puffin burrows and Eiders nest
just where any lark-focussed birder might put
their feet. | spoke with folk from the bird obser-
vatory committee and the Scottish Natural Heritage
wardens, and it was agreed that word could go
out, as the bird was away from the most sensi-
tive areas, the terns were not yet nesting and
the tourist boat could bring out 100 people at a
known time. All seemed simple for an arrival of
birders the next day, if the lark was still present.

Then, in the late afternoon, disaster struck!
As the tourist boat pulled out from the island, it
caught its propeller on a mooring rope. This
caused its gearbox to break and the boat to
become powerless. It was blown against the
rocks and, despite the attentions of the other
two vessels present, it was necessary to call the
lifeboat to tow it to safety. We knew that there
would be trouble for birders getting to the
island, certainly in any regulated manner. So we
had no idea what to expect the next day if the
lark remained.

—b—
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Plate 2. Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra, Evros Delta, Greece, February 2004 (Bill Baston). As well as being a
large, heavily-built lark, Calandra is chunky-billed and short-tailed, with a rather ‘open-faced’ expression. The black
‘necklace’ bulges to form bold black breast-patches either side of the upper breast. The white outer tail feathers
(lacking in Bimaculated Lark) are visible here too. Differences from Bimaculated Lark in flight include the black (as
opposed to grey) underwing, the presence of a bold white-trailing edge to the wing and the lack of a white tail-tip.

Plate 3. Bimaculated Lark Melanocorypha bimaculata, Eilat, Israel, April 2006 (Jan Kare Ness).

Although nearly as large as Calandra Lark, Bimaculated Lark is longer-billed and has a more strongly-defined head-
pattern (note especially the bold black loral line). It often shows a narrower black ‘necklace’ too. The white tail-tip
(lacking in Calandra Lark) is also visible in this photograph and the other main in-flight differences are the pale grey
(as opposed to black) underwing, the lack of a white-trailing edge to the wing, and the lack of white sides to the tail.
The calls are shorter and ‘drier’ than the rather Skylark-like calls of Calandra Lark.
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Plate 4. Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra,
Isle of May, Fife, May 2006 (Alan Clewes).

Early the next morning, it did not take me
long to find that the bird was still in the same
area, if still only really showing in flight. | tele-
phoned out the news and, by 7.00am, the first
small boat was seen approaching the isle from
Fife. It was to be the first of at least eight small
groups to come out to the isle from either Fife
or Lothian. In all, about 70 birders came. All
obtained good flight views, and some obtained
extended views of the bird on the ground too.

A similar number of birders also made the
crossing the next day (Sunday), and again all
saw the bird well, mainly in flight. But in the
evening, | walked around the whole area and |
could find no sign of the bird; it seemed to have
departed ahead of an approaching weather
front. One group of birders did come out to the
island on the Monday, but found no sign of the
bird, and so life on the May returned to normal.

Scottish Natural Heritage, the Isle of May Bird Obser-
vatory and the Centre for Ecology & Hydrology would
like to thank all visiting birders for being patient and
following the on-site directions to view only from
certain points; their behaviour was impeccable. A
further thank you is due to those who made a donation
to the bird observatory. We hope that everyone took
away memories of a superb bird in the stunning setting
that is the Isle of May.

Description

A chunky lark, noticeably larger than Skylark, with a
thick and heavy bill. A quite bouncing flight, with
strong, bowed wingbeats, vaguely recalling Hoopoe.
Generally very flighty, tending to take to the wing as
soon as it caught sight of anyone, although all of the
key features could be seen in flight as it regularly flew
in wide circles. When on the ground, it tended to sit
very low, and its overall sandy-brown colouration often
blended into the dead, pale brown vegetation.
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The crown was pale sandy-brown with darker brown
streaks to the feathers centres, especially on the fore-
crown. The nape was unstreaked and paler. The ear-
coverts had a whitish surround, with whitish
submoustachial stripes almost meeting the whitish
supercilium, and were a pale brown with a darker edge,
with a whitish spot below the eye, as well as whitish
crescents under the eye. Obvious black neck patches
varied in size depending on the posture of the bird, but
could be seen in flight. Especially when extending its
neck, the black patches joined to form a black band
across the upper chest, and this was made more strik-
ing by the whitish neck-band. The throat was pale and
unstreaked, while the breast was fairly heavily streaked
mid brown (generally more streaked than depicted in
some field guides), with quite a sharp cut-off to the
white belly. The tail was proportionately shorter than
on Skylark; at rest, it extended only a short way beyond
the wing-tips. The tail feathers were dark like the
remiges, while white outer tail feathers could some-
times be seen in flight. The upperparts were paler than
in Skylark and more reminiscent of Short-toed Lark,
with sandy-brown edges and darker centres to the
feathers, while the rump appeared unstreaked. The
tertials were quite dark brown centred, with paler
edges, while the primaries were a shade darker. The
wings were most striking in flight, with a blackish
underwing and a white trailing edge of even width along
the secondaries, but narrowing a little along the inner
primaries. The remiges looked darker than the coverts.
The bill was stout, with a slightly convex culmen. The bill
was pinkish-grey at the base and darker at the grey tip
and onto the upper mandible. The legs were not seen.

The flight call “kleerp” was quite similar to that of
Skylark but rather more ‘pebbly’.

Mark Newell, Isle of May, Fife.

Calandra Lark breeds from Iberia and Morocco east-
wards through the Mediterranean region to central Asia.
It is mainly resident in Europe, but partially migratory
in the east of the range. Three races are recognised,
but the differences, which involve size and colour, are
slight and poorly defined. Eastern birds tend to be
slightly larger than western birds, and southern Euro-
pean birds tend to be the darkest. Nominate calandra
breeds across the range west to northwestern Iran; the
slightly paler and more finely streaked psammochroa
breeds from northern Iraq and Iran to eastern Kaza-
khstan; and the slightly more streaked hebraica occurs
from southern Turkey to Israel. The British records may
be presumed to be of the nominate form.

There have been just 11 previous British records,
which have been well-scattered; all but one have been
in spring; the species has yet to reach Ireland:

1961 Dorset Portland Bill, 2nd April

1978 Shetland Fair Isle, 28th April

1985 Scilly St Mary's, 26th-29th April

1994 Outer Hebrides St Kilda, 21st September
1996 Scilly St Agnes, 17th-18th April

1997 Isle of Man Leanness, 17th-18th May
1997 Norfolk Scolt Head, 19th May

1999 Northumberland Farne Islands, 28th April
1999 Shetland Fair Isle, 16th-17th May

2000 Shetland Fair Isle, 13th May

2002 Orkney North Ronaldsay, 10th-11th May.
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Plates 5 & 6. Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra, Isle of May, Fife, May 2006 (Chris Batty).

Perhaps surprisingly, this represents the first-ever
successful twitch to the Isle of May for a major rarity.
Mark Golley tells the story from a twitcher’s perspective:

‘The Isle of May? One of those birding locations that |
often wondered if | would ever visit.... This small rocky
island was usually seen only through tired, bleary eyes
while heading south from a stunning rarity somewhere
else in Scotland or the Northern Isles. My scant knowledge
extended to enjoying Keith Brockie’s books on the
island’s wildlife and knowing that it was where Britain’s
first Isabelline Shrike had arrived (in September 1950),
quickly followed by the first ever Siberian Thrush (in
October 1954). Rather more contentiously, and contro-
versially, | also knew of it as being the site of the sole
British record of Daurian Redstart (in April 1988).

Calandra Lark? One of the most awkward species for
me. A species where events and circumstances had
conspired against me seeing it on British soil in over
two decades of twitching. As a teenager in April 1985,
| managed to blow all the money | had saved on a trip
to the Isles of Scilly to see the glorious male Pine
Bunting on St Mary’s, only for a Calandra to appear on
the same island a week later. No amount of grovelling
would see my parents lend me the cash to twitch it. The
next Scilly showing also passed me by, while ineptitude
and general incompetence saw me not head to the Isle
of Man for that one. Of course, that island is not recog-
nised by the BOU, so God bless them for that! A grim,
cold afternoon on Scolt Head Island yielded not a sniff
of the only one ever reported in Norfolk, and then,
given the species’ skittish nature, later records on
Shetland and Orkney were not sufficiently tempting. So
it was a waiting game. Wait | did, and wait and wait,
until 12th May 2006. Calandra Lark on the Isle of May!
Calandra Lark and the Isle of May: a potential ‘double
whammy’ not to be missed....

So, all that was needed was a couple of places on the
small tourist ferry sailing from Anstruther the following
day. But no sooner were things taking shape, than
disaster! The boat was suddenly, of all the times for it
to happen, out of commission! Alternative forms of

transport were desperately needed but, by close of play
that day, my near neighbour Steve Beal had located a
man in North Berwick with a very nippy Zodiac who was
up for the task, weather permitting.

On Saturday 13th, it was all systems go: there was
positive news on the bird still being there, and the boat-
man was still up for the challenge! On an increasingly
sunny afternoon, with a slightly choppy sea, the Zodiac
hurtled out of the harbour, with the Isle of May bouncing
its way into view every time the boat became airborne
before thumping back onto the water. Was this
madness? Our boatload of birding commandos zoomed
ever closer toward ‘the May’ while hanging on for dear
life. But aching arms were forgotten as the exhilaration
took hold and the awesome journey neared its end.

Quickly discarding our lifejackets, wobbly legs
carried us to the middle of the island where, soon,
reliefl As the Calandra Lark flew up and away, a huge
weight lifted from my shoulders: it was on my list. Over
the course of the next 90 minutes or so, the small
crowd enjoyed some terrific views of the giant, yet
furtive, lark. When the bird was not on show, there was
time to savour the jaw-dropping views from the island,
across the Firth of Forth, to the mainland. The weather
was glorious and, for good measure, there were Puffins
and Eiders at our feet. And, as we greeted the last visiting
group of the day, the Calandra gave us the most majestic
flypast - absolutely the most perfect way to complete
the special Isle of May experience.

It was a joy to be part of the first successful large-
scale twitch the island has seen: indeed it is hard to
imagine a more perfect twitch! Everything (eventually)
ran like clockwork and the ‘May Isle experience’ was
made all the more special knowing that the Calandra
Lark represented my 500th species (following the BOU
list) in Britain. What a terrific way to hit a true listing
milestone.’

Eds.

Newell, M. 2006. The Calandra Lark on the Isle of May.
Birding World 19 (5): 204-207. LTgf
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Are dark morph Rough-legged Hawks

overlooked in Europe?

Jens-Kjeld Jensen

The question has twice been posed in Birding
World (in 15: 348 & 16: 458): Are dark morph
American Rough-legged Hawks overlooked in
Europe? (See also Mullarney & Murphy 2005,
which details the status of this form in the
Western Palearctic.) Well, the answer seems to
be ... yes!

A dark morph Rough-legged Hawk came
aboard a fishing boat in international waters
west of the Grand Bank (at ¢.55'N 48°'W, about
350 miles east of Newfoundland) on 13th
September 2003. It was taken into captivity and
handed in to care when the boat finally docked
at Torshavn, Faeroe Islands, on 24th October
2003 (Birding World 16: 456 & 458).

The bird was then kept in captivity on the
Faeroe Islands until May 2006. It had long been
planned to release it, but it was considered that
the bird would would have a poor chance of
survival on the Faeroe Islands and that it would
have a much better chance if it was released
near Shetland. The bird’s caretaker eventually

took the ferry from the Faeroe Islands to
Denmark in May 2006, so that he could release
the bird himself. He released it from the ferry
immediately east of the Isle of Noss, Shetland
(five miles east of Lerwick, and the other side of
Bressay) at 4.00am on 5th May.

The bird was kept in a small box on the ferry,
and a few of its feathers were inevitably
damaged before it was released. Before its
release, its jesses were removed and it was
fitted with a metal bird ring from the Zoological
Museum of Denmark.

Whilst perusing the internet a couple of days
later, Hans Eli Sivertsen noticed some photographs
taken by John Coutts on Shetland on 6th May
and labelled as Common Buzzard. However, Hans
noticed the feather damage and quickly realised
that it was, in fact, our Rough-legged Hawk!

References
Mullarney, K. & Murphy, J. 2005. The Rough-legged Hawk in
Ireland. Birding World 18: 503-504.

Jens-Kjeld Jensen, Faeroe Islands.

Plates 1 & 2. Dark morph Rough-legged Hawk Buteo lagopus sanctijohannis, in captivity, Torshavn, Faeroe Islands,
October 2003 (Jens-Kjeld Jensen), left, and 4th May 2006 (Age Davidsen). This bird was caught on a fishing boat east
of the Grand Bank, Newfoundland, on 13th September 2003 and taken to Torshavn, Faeroe Islands, where it was
cared for in captivity from October 2003 until May 2006, when it was released off Shetland.
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Plates 3-8. Adult dark morph Rough-legged Hawk Buteo lagopus sanctijohannis, Shetland, May 2006, the Knab,
Lerwick, 6th May (John Coutts, Plates 3-7) and Wester Quarff (five miles south of Lerwick), 14th May (Billy Smith).
Clearly, this was the released bird from the Faeroe Islands (note the damaged head feathers and the metal ring). It was
found at Lerwick the same day it was released off the Isle of Noss. It remained there next day, and was subsequently
seen by crofter Billy Smith, feeding on a dead lamb on his croft at Wester Quarff, five miles south of Lerwick. No
further sightings were reported. Common Buzzard is a very scarce passage migrant in Shetland and, in the last 35
years at least, it has been sighted only twice as often as Rough-legged Buzzard. Dark morph buzzards are not always
what they seem though and, in these photographs, it is the feathered tarsi which give the game away. Note also the
in-flight proportions of this Rough-legged Hawk, its plain brown underparts and the all-dark underwing-coverts. The
tail shows a broad dark terminal bar and a pale base which is obscured by just three or four wide dark bars.

Several species of North American raptor have been
proven to reach Europe, but European birders are rarely
primed to identify them. Birds such as Taiga Merlin and
Marsh Hawk, for example, may slip past the unwary.
Because pale morph Rough-legged Hawk so closely
resembles Rough-legged Buzzard, it is inevitable that
some of the former will go unnoticed, while dark

morphs (frequent in sanctijohannis but unknown in
lagopus) can - and do (as demonstrated here) - easily
masquerade as Common Buzzards.

Eds.
Jensen, J.-K. Are dark morph Rough-legged Hawks overlooked
in Europe? 2006. Birding World 19 (5): 208-209. 73’
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A pale morph Trinidade Petrel in the Azores

Manuel Pinguinhas

On 17th May 2006, | was watching whales and
seabirds from a boat about three miles north of
the island of Faial in the Azores. Whilst watching
a Fin Whale, | noticed an unfamiliar seabird. |
was unsure of its identity, but | was able to take
some photographs of it quickly and, with the
help of Ricardo Guerreiro, next day | was able to
send them to various seabird experts, including
Joél Bried, Niklas Holmstrom and others.

The bird was a Pterodroma petrel, but birds
of this family can be notoriously difficult to
identify at sea with certainty. Many Pterodroma
species are quite poorly described in the litera-
ture, while the general lack of good at-sea
photographs of them makes it even more diffi-
cult to search for identification pointers. Never-
theless, after due consideration, the consulted
experts agreed that the photographs show a
pale morph Trinidade Petrel - the first record of
this morph in the Western Palearctic, and only
the second record of the species in the region.
The sole previous record was of a dark morph,
also off the Azores, photographed at sea south
of Pico on 18th July 1997 (Dubois & Seitre 1997,
which see for a more detailed discussion of the
species).

Trinidade Petrel breeds in the tropical and
sub-tropical South Atlantic and Indian Oceans.
In the Atlantic, it breeds on Trinidade and the
Martin Vas Islands (both off eastern Brazil, about
20° south of the equator). It was formerly
‘lumped’ with the closely related Herald Petrel
P. heraldica, which breeds in the Pacific, but the
two forms are now generally treated as separate
species.

Trinidade Petrel is very variable in plumage
and occurs in intermediate morphs as well as in
pale and dark morphs, so its identification is not
always the easiest (especially concerning its
separation from Kermadec Petrel P. neglecta,
and see Watola 2004). Further comments on its
identification from experienced observers are
welcomed.

In the North Atlantic, Trinidade Petrel has
been seen regularly in small numbers off North
Carolina, USA, since about 1991. Between
1994 and 2004, from as few as three to as many
as 18 per year have been seen there between mid
May and September (Brinkley & Patteson 2004).
Both records from the Azores (which lie more or
less due east of North Carolina) fit this occur-
rence pattern.

Plate 1. Pale morph Trinidade Petrel Pterodroma arminjoniana, off Faial, Azores, May 2006 (Manuel Pinguinhas).
The first record of a pale morph in the Western Palearctic, and only the second record of the species in the region
(the first was also in the Azores, a dark morph off Pico in July 1997 (see Birding World 10: 456-459).
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Plates 2-5. Pale morph Trinidade Petrel Pterodroma arminjoniana, off Faial, Azores, May 2006 (Manuel Pinguinhas).
Although Pterodroma petrels in general are difficult to identify, this species has been noted regularly in the western
North Atlantic in recent years, with up to about 18 per year being seen on North Carolina pelagic seabirding trips.
Note the rather long, slender tail (Kermadec Petrel has a shorter, broader tail), slim proportions (Kermadec tends to
look heavier in both head and breast), lack of obvious white primary shafts (Kermadec shows white primary shafts
above; the bases of the primaries are white in Trinidade Petrel, but unless birds are moulting, these are covered by
greater upper primary coverts and not visible) and the typical underwing pattern for Trinidade (Kermadec normally
shows much more white in the primaries below, although this pattern is variable in all morphs of both species).
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Birding Egypt’s southern Red Sea coast

Richard Bonser

Many people will be familiar with Egypt as a
birding destination; Sinai, the area around Cairo
and the Nile Valley from Luxor to Abu Simbel
are all popular with tourists and birders alike.
However, it has been only in the last few years
that, with an improvement in the political
stability of the area, one of the most exciting
frontiers of the Western Palearctic has opened
its doors to foreign visitors - Egypt’s southern
Red Sea coast.

From 1992 until 2000, this area was an
extremely sensitive political region, due to the
close proximity of the Hala’ib Triangle, an area
directly to the south of Shalatein that has been
the subject of a sovereignty dispute between
Egypt and Sudan. The political tensions have
now eased, however, at least for the Shalatein
area itself, although there is still no access for
foreign nationals to the area south of Shalatein
(that includes the Gebel Elba National Park) with-
out prior written permission. However, visitors
can now travel freely along Egypt’s southern Red
Sea coast as far south as Shalatein, which is, in
fact, the southern border of the Western Palearc-
tic (as defined by BWP). This stretch of coast,
which has excellent beaches and currently pris-
tine coral reefs close inshore, has quickly

become a popular destination with European
tourists, and there are now frequent charter
flights from western Europe to Hurghada and
Marsa Alam (270km south of Hurghada).

For birders, the area of coast from Safaga
south to Shalatein presents opportunities to
observe an exciting array of species. Depending
upon the time of year, such sought-after
Western Palearctic species as Goliath Heron,
Lappet-faced Vulture, Sooty Falcon, Crab Plover,
Sooty Gull, Crested Tern, White-cheeked Tern
and African Collared Dove are all possible. In
addition, Black Bush Robin, Shining Sunbird and
Rosy-patched Shrike are all regularly present at
Gebal Elba and, as suggested by the report of
an Ethiopian Swallow in March 2004, there are
presumably more discoveries awaiting the intrepid
birder.

Together with three other British birders, |
visited the area south to Shalatein in March
2006. From our successul trip, and from infor-
mation provided by other birders who have
visited the area, we can recommend the follow-
ing sites to any birders visiting the area, but it
should be remembered that the whole area is
quite under-explored and any area that ‘looks
good’ is well worth a look.

Plate 1. Goliath Heron Ardea goliath, Wadi Lahami, Egypt, May 2006 (Kris de Rouck). Now a regular visitor to this area,
Goliath Heron is one of the chief Western Palearctic prizes of a visit to Egypt’s southern Red Sea coast.
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The various hotels and resorts in the area
were all receptive to us birding their grounds,
so long as we purchased a drink or a bite to eat
whilst we were there. In particular, the Shams
Alam Resort (50km south of Marsa Alam) would
be an excellent accommodation base; it is a
prime locality for staging tired migrants. Further
to the south, we used the excellent Red Sea
Diving Safari Ecolodge at Wadi Lahami
(www.redsea-divingsafari.com) as a base. With
the mangrove area a couple of hundred metres
to the north proving to be a quite regular haunt
for Goliath Heron and Hamata mangroves just
minutes away, this place combines superb
accommodation, away from the crowds, with
birding on the doorstep.

Safaga mangroves

About 20km to the south of Safaga town (where
House Crows reach their most southerly outpost
on the western Red Sea coast), a small but
obvious area of mangroves is visible from the
main coast road. Access here is via a sandy track
which leads to the northern end of the
mangroves. This seemed to be the best spot for
Crested Tern on the southern Red Sea coast this
spring, with upwards of 30 favouring the
offshore rocks. With records of Goliath Heron in
May 1994 and September 1995, and a Basra
Reed Warbler in May 1996, all the mangrove
patches, which extend to 50km south of Safaga,
are worth investigating.

Marsa Alam

The new resort town of Marsa Alam lies 220km
south of Safaga. Along the way, Crested Tern
can be seen along the coast and good numbers
of Crowned Sandgrouse occur in the desert.
Other typical desert species of the area include
Bar-tailed Desert Lark, Hoopoe Lark, White-
crowned Black Wheatear and Brown-necked
Raven. Sand Partridge and Hume’s Tawny Owl
are scarcer, more sought-after species, and
Black-crowned Finch Lark occurs spasmodically,
while we located a pair of African Collared Doves
displaying by a roadside hotel 23km north of
the town. Although the town itself is only really
worth stopping at to ensure that you have
enough petrol to reach Shalatein (250km away
and the next reliable petrol station), the Shams
Alam resort, 50km to the south of Marsa Alam,
has developed a reputation for attracting
migrants. It is the only really green area on this
stretch of coast. In season, typical Red Sea
migrants can be expected in good numbers. Our
highlight was a male Caucasian Stonechat, but
other visitors have recorded an Ethiopian Swallow
here (in March 2004), African Collared Doves,
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Namaqua Doves and numbers of Sooty Falcons
and White-cheeked Terns between late April and
late September.

A natural green area a couple of kilometres
south of Shams Alam, named Wadi Gimal, is
distinguished by palm trees adjacent to the
main road. A natural reed fringed pond here
undoubtedly attracts migrants, and a couple of
African Collared Doves were seen here in
December 2004.

Hamata Mangroves

Probably the most well-known site on Egypt’s
southern Red Sea coast is Hamata Mangroves.
Situated about 90km south of Marsa Alam, this
is the most extensive area of mangroves in
Egypt. It is the best site in the Western Palearctic

Plate 2. Male Black-crowned Finch Lark Eremopterix
nigriceps, Safaga, Egypt, May 2003 (Tommy Frandsen).




19-5Complete.gxd 10-Aug-06 11:23 AM Page 214$

Plate 3. Sooty Falcon Falco concolor, Hamata Mangroves, Egypt, May 2006 (Kris de Rouck).
Another of the sought-after specialities of the region.

Plate 4. Western Reef Herons Egretta gularis, Wadi Lahami, Egypt, May 2006 (Kris de Rouck).

Although dark morphs are common further south in the Red Sea, the Persian Gulf and the Indian Ocean, they are far
scarcer than white morphs on Egypt’s Red Sea coast. Intermediate morphs are a regular sight within the Egyptian
population. The longer tibia of this species make it appear considerably longer-legged than Little Egret.
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Plate 5. Lappet-faced Vulture Torgos tracheliotus, Shalatein, Egypt, June 2004 (Juha Niemi).
This photograph shows the diagnostic whitish underwing covert bar and whitish sides to the breast. Also note the
serrated edge to the secondaries.

Plate 6. Lappet-faced Vultures Torgos tracheliotus, Shalatein, Egypt, May 2003 (Christian Leth).
Camel carcasses around the town of Shalatein and its camel market attract the vultures and offer observers the best
chance of seeing this globally threatened species within the Western Palearctic.




to observe the enigmatic Crab Plover. Although
there is still much to learn with regard to this
species in Egypt, small numbers are normally
present from at least mid June onwards, with
numbers seemingly increasing throughout the
summer (although July data appears to be lack-
ing at present) to regular three-figure counts in
mid September. The birds favour the southern
part of the mangroves and the largest numbers
are present at low tide. The site is best
approached via a sandy track at the southern
end of the mangroves to the north of the village
of Hamata.

September certainly sees this site at its best
and good numbers of White-cheeked Terns,
Bridled Terns and Sooty Gulls can be present
offshore, whilst other waders will include
Greater Sand Plover and, potentially, Terek
Sandpiper. Hamata is also an excellent site in
winter and early spring, with Western Reef
Herons and Striated Herons present in numbers,
while the site has been responsible for at least a
handful of sightings of Goliath Heron spread
throughout the year.

The nearby Zabargad Beach Resort is an excel-
lent site for seawatching in the evenings (the
light is normally poor during the mornings, as
you are looking east), with almost any of the
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region’s seabirds possible; the islands offshore
from this coast hold breeding Brown Booby,
White-eyed Gull, Sooty Gull and Red-billed
Tropichird. Zabargad Beach Resort has also
hosted African Collared Dove on more than one
occasion.

Wadi Lahami

Only very recently coming to prominence due to
a recent series of sightings of Goliath Heron,
the small area of mangrove and adjacent shallow
lagoons at Wadi Lahami is located just south of
Hamata village and 25km north of Berenice. It
may be accessed on foot (by land, or by wading
through the turquoise-blue waters on the
seaward side of the mangroves) to the north of
the Red Sea Diving Ecolodge. The area holds
similar species to Hamata, but the bay directly
in front of the Ecolodge seems to be a good spot
for roosting gulls and terns (including Crested
Tern) in the early mornings. Goliath Heron is
without doubt the main prize for any birder here
and an adult has favoured this site during at
least the winters of 2004/5 and 2005/6. Our
sighting in March 2006, initially locating it flying
in from the north, seems to confirm the belief
that this species regularly commutes between
the different mangrove areas on this stretch of
the coast.

Plate 7. Crab Plovers Dromas ardeola, Hamata, Egypt, September 2003 (Kris De Rouck).
Three figure counts of the attractive Crab Plover have become a regular feature at Hamata mangroves in September.
On occasions, juveniles have been seen begging for food from their parents.
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Plate 8. White-eyed Gulls Larus leucophthalmus, Hamata, Egypt, May 2003 (Christian Leth).
This species breeds on arid offshore islands. It is the commonest gull in the region and can be seen easily,
particularly around the town of Hurghada. At least 30% of the world’s population breeds in Egypt.

Plate 9. Sooty Gulls Larus hemprichii, Hamata, Egypt, May 2003 (Christian Leth).
Larger and scarcer than White-eyed Gull, with a more southerly distribution in the Red Sea and Persian Gulf, small
numbers of this species are regularly recorded along Egypt’s southern Red Sea coast.
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Plate 10. African Collared Dove Streptopelia roseogrisea, Shalatein, Egypt, May 2003 (Tommy Frandsen).
This is one of the main target species for birders visiting Egypt’s southern Red Sea region. It is slightly smaller and
shorter-tailed than the Eurasian Collared Dove, with a broader black half-collar and white undertail-coverts and vent.

Plate 11. Namaqua Doves Oena capensis, Shalatein, Egypt, May 2003 (Tommy Frandsen).
This species is regular in the dry acacia scrub of the region, whilst migrant hotspots such as the Shams Alam Resort

have also attracted it in the past.
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Plate 12. Striated Heron Butorides striatus, El Gouna, north of Hurghada, Egypt, April 2006 (Alex Lees).

This species is widespread on tidal mudflats and coral beaches, especially in close proximity to mangrove areas,

along the southern Red Sea coast.

Shalatein

The frontier town of Shalatein, at the adminis-
trative border with Sudan, is especially attrac-
tive to birders as it is the only reliable spot in
the Western Palearctic for Lappet-faced Vulture,
following the eradication of the species from
Israel. They are easily seen throughout the year,
although numbers increase significantly during
June to September, with a peak of 80 recorded
on 22nd August 2004. The congregations occur
at the town’s camel market, where carcasses are
regularly dumped.

Immediately after passing through the military
check-point at the western edge of the town
(possible without any special permits), the
scattered acacia scrub to the south of the Co-op
garage is a reliable site for African Collared
Dove. Black Bush Robin must surely occur here
sometimes too, given the close proximity to its
northern breeding limit just to the south.
Although heavily patrolled by military, the
harbour area and shore at Shalatein can also be
visited for birding, and have already produced
records of both Crab and Caspian Plovers. There
are no tourist hotels in Shalatein, so a day-trip
from further north is recommended.

About 40km to the north of Shalatein, the
mangroves at Marsa Hemira attracted a Goliath
Heron in February 2006.

Visiting

Access as far south as Shalatein is currently
unrestricted to foreign visitors, although pass-
ports do need to be shown at various roadside
military check-points. It is advisable to be

discreet and hide optical equipment when pass-
ing through these check-points, and to be
circumspect when birding in the town of
Shalatein. International car hire companies have
a presence in Hurghada and, to a lesser extent,
in Marsa Alam. The rates are not dissimilar to
those in western Europe, but it is advisable to
take an International Driving License in order to
hire a vehicle. The main roads are superb, with
little traffic, and petrol costs less than a quarter
of the price in western Europe.

Egypt’s southern Red Sea area surely offers
enough to keep any keen birder occupied during
any month of the year. September should
produce the greatest diversity of species and
the largest numbers of individual birds, but
spring could well be better for passerine migra-
tion and Goliath Heron sightings. One thing is
sure, however: for anybody who is lucky enough
to visit this area, there will be opportunities to
expand our knowledge of the avifauna of this
little visited corner of the Western Palearctic.
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This feature highlghts miscellaneous news items which we hope will be of interest. To ‘pigeonhole’ a news item,

just send it to the editor (for use if space allows).

Migration of bustards to and from France

When the LPO released 22 captive-reared Little Bustards
into the arable fields of the Niort area of north-western
France in September 2005, three of them were fitted
with satellite transmitters. The birds were released into
an area with an existing population of Little Bustards,
and it appears that at least one of them successfully
joined up with the wild birds on their normal migration
south to the Iberian peninsula. This bird was located in
northern Spain (in Castile/Leon) on 11th November and
then, on 9th December, was found further south in
Portugal, in the Setubal area near Lisbon.

Perhaps less satisfactory was the discovery, in December
2005, of a young or female Great Bustard at Saint Vid,
Baie d’Audierne, on the west coast of Brittany followed,
in January 2006, by a female Great Bustard found dead
under electricity cables in Champ sur Layon, Maine et
Loire. Both of these birds came from those released on
Salisbury Plain, Wiltshire, in 2004 as part of Britain’s
Great Bustard reintroduction attempt. A third Great
Bustard, also originating from the Wiltshire project, was
found in mid January 2006 at Ampouillac gravel pits,
Haute Garonne, south-western France. These birds
released in Wiltshire have been raised from eggs taken
from the Russian population, so have presumably inher-
ited the migratory patterns of birds from that region. It
remains to be seen if they will be able to migrate back
to Britain again when adult, assuming that they can find
suitable wintering habitat in Europe in the meantime.

The French captive-reared Little Bustards mostly
originate from eggs collected in France, rescued from
nests that would otherwise have been destroyed by
agricultural activities; they are therefore more likely to
inherit the migratory strategies of the population they
are reinforcing. (Contributed by Ken Hall/LPO-UK)

HANZAB now complete!

The Handbook of Australian, New Zealand & Antarctic
Birds is now complete. The final volume of this epic
work has just been published. The editorial team (led
by Peter Higgins) and the publishers (OUP) are to be
thoroughly congratulated. This is a publication the like
of which may never be seen again. It is an extremely
detailed work (in many ways more detailed even than
BWP, even though many of the species are much less
well known). At £245, the new final Volume 7 may look
outrageously priced but, as with Volume 1, it is actually
two volumes, and, totalling 2,056 pages and with maps
and 54 colour plates, each is bigger than most BWP
volumes. Thus, although nominally completed in seven
volumes, the series is actually nine volumes - the same
as BWP, although it takes up slightly more shelf space.
Earlier volumes were reviewed (and praised) in Birding
World 4: 330-331, 7: 375 & 9: 411.

More frigatebirds in the North Atlantic

Following last autumn’s record influx of Magnificent
Frigatebirds into the north-western Atlantic (eg five in
Nova Scotia, Canada, compared to a total of only eight
previous records there), at least three appeared off
north-eastern USA in May 2006: an adult female at Cape
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Cod, Massachusetts, on 17th, a male at Sandy Hook,
New Jersey, on 18th, and an immature at Cape May,
New Jersey, on 18th. The 2005 sightings were believed
to be at least partially due to the exceptional hurricane
activity in the western Atlantic that year, but will there
be another influx in 2006, and will more wander to
Europe this year?

A west Siberian CD-ROM

A CD-ROM containing MP3 bird songs and habitat
photographs from western Siberia has been produced as
a voluntary project by Russian biologist Sergey Gashkov
and Dutch birder John van der Woude. It is available for
a cost-covering price of just 7.50 Euros, including
postage. Amongst the 58 species featured are
Swinhoe’s Snipe, Oriental Cuckoo, Pacific Swift, Olive-
backed Pipit, Siberian Rubythroat, Siberian Blue Robin,
Pallas’s Grasshopper, Lanceolated, Blyth’s Reed,
Booted, Pallas’s, Radde’s and Dusky Warblers, Two-
barred Crossbill, Long-tailed Rosefinch and Black-faced
Bunting. Whilst there are no photographs of the birds
themselves, it actually makes an interesting change to
view good quality habitat photographs of where these
exciting birds breed, whilst listening to their unfamiliar
songs. More details and ordering information can be
obtained at: http://johnbirding.wolweb.nl/tomsk.html.

Diclofenac banned in India

In May 2006, the Indian government ordered all of the
country’s drug companies to halt production and sale
of the anti-inflammatory livestock treatment diclofenac
within three months. This may provide a life-line just in
time to prevent the extinction of vultures in the subcon-
tinent, where the widespread use of this drug has
caused a catastrophic fall in their numbers in recent
years: White-backed, Long-billed and Slender-billed
Vultures have declined by more than 97%, from
between 20 and 40 million birds, in less than 15 years.
The vultures died from kidney failure after eating the
flesh of cattle and water buffalo treated with diclofenac,
but pharmaceutical firms have now been told instead
to promote meloxicam, an alternative to diclofenac,
which has been proved by scientists from the RSPB and
elsewhere to be safe for vultures. Now we need to see
that implementation is effective and that there is aware-
ness of the problem at all levels. Dr Richard Cuthbert
who leads the RSPB’s Vulture Programme Research,
said: “A diclofenac ban is fantastic news for vultures
and has been made possible through the hard work of
scientists from the RSPB, India and South Africa in find-
ing that meloxicam is a safe alternative to diclofenac.
Making sure that meloxicam is rapidly introduced is
now the critical step to saving India’s vultures.”

Enid Stanford

It is with great sadness that we report that Enid Stanford
(formerly Allsopp) of Sheringham, Norfolk, died on 5th
May 2006. A part of the birding and twitching scene in
Britain since the 1960s, and one of its great characters,
for many years Enid was Britain’s leading female lister.

Birding World - the magazine that keeps you posted.?@"
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Fast and POST FREE (UK only) delivery of the most important bird books.

This is the final volume (actually in two parts) of this epic standard work; it completes the passerines, with 2,056 pages, maps and 54 colour plates.

[ Birds of the Atlantic Islands: Canary Islands, Madeira, Azores, Cape Verde by Tony Clarke. SOftback.............ccoceveiiiiiiieiriiiice e
The first comprehensive field guide and status of the birds of these popular birding islands, with 320 pages and 56 colour plates.

[J The Barn Swallow by Angela Turner. Hardback
A detailed and authoritative monograph of this most favourite summer visitor, with 304 pages, and 16 pages of colour.

[ Birds of Malawi: An Atlas and Handbook by Francoise Dowsett-Lemaire and Robert Dowsett. Softback....
A new standard reference to the birds of Malawi, with 556 pages, detailed species maps and 16 pages of colour photographs.

[J Bewick’s Swan by Eileen Rees. Hardback.
A detailed and authoritative monograph of this charismatic winter visitor, with 320 pages, and 16 pages of colour.

[J collins Field Guide to the Birds of Mexico and Central America by Ber van Perlo. Hardback..............ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e
A compact identification guide to every species in the region, with all plumages of all over 1,500 species illustrated.

[J Woodpeckers of North America by Frances BACKNOUSE. HAIDACK. ... ... .......riirierirrrrieersesseseeeseesessessssssssssssssssssssse st seensesececenes
An attractive monograph to the North American species, with large-format colour photographs throughout and 232 pages.

[J The Birds of Sdo Tomé & Principe with Annobdén by Peter Jones and Alan Tye. Hardback.............cocooviiiiiiiiiiicc e
A detailed checklist to the birds of this group of islands in the Gulf of Guinea, with 192 pages and 16 pages of colour photographs.

0 Birding Babylon by Jonathan Trouern-Trend. HAIADACK. .............ci ittt ettt e et ettt eh ettt eb et bbbt enen et
The journal of a birder-soldier in Irag, with 79 pages.

[J The Birds of Islay: a celebration in photographs by Gordon Langsbury and Malcolm Ogilvie. Softback
A collection of photographs of species recorded on this Scottish island, with 160 pages and colour photographs throughout.

[ Birds of Taman Negara by Morten Strange and Dennis Yong. Softback.
An inexpensive photographic guide to 98 characteristic birds, and a complete checklist wi

[ Birds of Fraser’s Hill by Morten Strange. Softback.
An inexpensive photographic guide to 95 characteristic birds, and a complete checklist with status codes to this most important Malaysian hill forest,

Oa Birdwatching Guide to Georgia by Lexo Gavashelishvili, Ramaz Gokhelashvili, Zura Javakhishvili and David Tarkhnishvili. Softback.
The first birding site guide to the central Caucasus, including information on other wildlife, with 132 pages, maps and colour photographs throughout.

0 Exposing Nature: The Natural History Museum Photography Guide by Frank Greenaway. SOftback..............cccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiecceecec e
A guide packed with expert advice on all types of nature photography, with 160 pages and colour photographs throughout.

OaA Photographic Guide to the Birds of the Indian Ocean Islands by lan Sinclair & Olivier Langrand. Softback.............c.cccueeiiiiiiiiiiciiiiccs
A photographic guide to the birds of Madagascar, Mauritius, Réunion, Rodrigues, the Seychelles and the Comoros, with 128 pages.

[ Birding North Carolina by M. Brook and M. Johns. Softback
A detailed site guide to the 44 best birding localities in the state, with 224 pages, maps and photographs.

[J southern African Birdfinder by Callan Cohen, Claire Spottiswoode and Jonathan Rossouw. Softback.

pages.

A guide crammed with information on where to find 1,400 bird species in southern Africa and Madagascar, with 456 pages, colour maps and colour photographs throughout.

Forthcoming books, videos and CDs — order now for immediate delivery upon publication:
Note dates and prices are provisional and may vary. These books can be ordered now: credit cards are not debited until books are despatched.

[ Birds of Northern South America by Robin Restall, Clemencia Rodner, Miguel Lentino and Rob Williams (July). Softback. 2 Volumes: .
Coverage of Ecuador to French Guiana. (Vol. 1, Identification, Distribution & Taxonomy, £45.00; Vol. 2, Field Guide with 260 colour plates and distribution maps, £30.00.)

[J The Birds of the Thai-| -Malay Peninsula Volume Il by David Wells (July). HArdback............ccocueiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieisiceie et
Completing this authoritative handbook, with 704 pages, 64 colour plates and 400 maps. (Vol 1, covenng the non-| passerlnes £85.00; both volumes together, £99.00.)

[ The Big Twitch by Sean Dooley (July). Softback .
The entertaining story of an attempt on the Australian year-list record with 322 pages.

[J whales, Dolphins and Seals: a field guide to the marine mammals of the world by Hadoram Shirihai (July). Softback.
A comprehensive field guide with superb illustrations and photographs, with 320 pages, 75 colour paitings, 400 colour photographs and 110 maps.

[ Birds of Prey of the Indian Subcontinent by Rishad Naoroji (August). Hardback.............ccccciriiiiiiniiiierccceec e
A detailed guide to 70 species of diurnal raptor, with 480 pages, 14 colour plates and over 850 colour photographs.

[ Birds of the World: Recommended English Names edited by Frank B. Gill and Minturn T. Wright Il for the IOC (August). Softback & CD-ROM......
The 10C standardised English names of the birds of the world: the product of more than 15 years of discussion, with 272 pages and a fully searchable CD-ROM.

[J rRSPB Guide to Digital Wildlife Photography by David Tipling (August). Softback. .
Helpful and practical advice to all aspects of digital wildlife photography, with 192 pages and over colour photographs.

Oa Complete Guide to Arctic Wildlife by Richard Sale (August). Hardback.............cccoeiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiicsc e
The first comprehensive guide to Arctic wildlife, informative and visually stunning, with 400 pages, 200 colour photographs and 200 maps.

[J where to Watch Birds: World Cities by Paul Milne (August). Softback............ccccoceiiiiiiiiiiiiccce
The ideal guide for the globe-trotter, with 480 pages.

[J Field Guide to Albatrosses, Petrels and Shearwaters by Paul Schofield and Derek Onley (August). Hardback
An up-to-date and authoritative Helm field guide, with 224 pages and 46 colour plates.

[J Where to Watch Mammals in Britain & Ireland by Richard Moores (September). SOftDaCK...........ccciiiiiiiiiiieiiieiieieec e
A ground-breaking, species-by-species site and fieldcraft guide to finding the mammals of Britain & Ireland, with 304 pages and numerous maps.

Also in stock now for immediate delivery: [ where to watch Birds in the East Midlands Catley.
* WORLD [ Where to watch Birds in East Anglia Clarke. 4th e

[ ‘Howard & Moore’ Complete World Checklist 3rd edn. Dickinson. Hback.... £60.00 0 WIS (10 W Bl [ Eies Valltsy & @ilims Etees: el
[ Threatened Birds of the World BirdLife International. Hardback.... .. £70.00 kS EiiEnien CEaer & VEEy (el

& Books for Birders

]
Newly available during this month:
[] The Handbook of Australian, New Zealand & Antarctic Birds Volume 7 edited by P.J. Higgins, John Peter & Sid Cowling. Hardback................... £245.00

.. £75.00

£60.00

£15.99

EAZEE

£40.00

£19.99

£24.99

£40.00

£16.99

£19.99

£14.99

0 Handbook of the Birds of the World del Hoyo. Hardback. Vols 1-10, each.. £138.00 L collins Birds Couzens. Hardback

D Checklist of the Birds of Eurasia King. £18.95 E ;‘"d“;g S”ds Ln Bn;am E.va’:s.f K Gl Softback
[ A World Checklist of Birds Monroe & Sibley. Softback (Hardback £45.00) .... £16.95 0 B_ez‘ 't' ;”afc P'”gk ':T: 'Ir; G°'_; A "e""'s ‘:‘b ai d

Irdwatcher's Pocket Fiel uide Golley. Softbacl
[ The New Encyclopedia of Birds Perrins. Hardback . £35.00 i

[ The complete Garden Bird Book Golley, Moss & Daly. Softback
D Raptor watch: global raptor migration sites Zalles & Bildstein. Softback .... £37.00 The Birdspof T —_— i ¥

* BR'TA|N & |RELAND |:| Where to Watch Birds in Dorset, Hants & Isle of Wight Green. 3rd edn.

[ Norfolk: A Birdwatcher’s Site Guide Benstead et al. SOftback .................... £12.95 [ Where to Watch Birds in Cumbria, Lancs & Cheshire Guest. 2nd edn...

Where to Watch Birds in Northeast England Britton & Day. 2nd edn............ £16.99 [ Where to Watch Birds in Somerset, Gloucs & Wilts Hall & Govett. 3rd edn. £14.99
D Birds in England Brown & Grice. Hardback £40.00 CONTINUES OVERLEAF WITH ORDER FORM / TELEPHONE HOTLINE No. >
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[ Best Birdwatching Sites in the Highlands of Scotland Hamlett. Softback .. £15.95 [ Birds of Tunisia Isenmann et al. £35.00
[ Where to watch Birds in Hereford, Salop, Staffs etc Harrison. 2nd edn....... £14.99 [ Birds of Algeria Isenmann & Moali. Softhack ............. eieen. £33.95
[J Where to Watch Birds in Shetland Harrop. 2nd edn. Softback . £7.00 [ Birds of Europe Jonsson. £16.99

Where to Watch Birds: Britain Harrap & Redman. Softback ... £19.99 [ Birds of Europe Jonsson. Hardback £29.99
[ The Historical Atlas of Breeding Birds in Britain & Ireland Holloway .......... £35.00 [ Birds of the Czech Republic Kren. Hardback £29.99
(] where to Watch Birds in Ireland Hutchinson... £14.99 [ where to watch Birds in France LPO. Helm. Softback.... £16.99
[] Pocket Guide to the Birds of Britain & NW Europe Kightley. Sohback [ The Good Bird Guide Marsh. £16.99

[J Where to Watch Birds in Scotland Madders & Welstead. 4th edn................ O Photographic rare birds of Britain & Europe Mitchell & Young. Hardback ... £29.99
(] where to Watch Birds in Yorkshire Mather. 2nd edn [J A birdwatchers’ guide to Portugal & Madeira Moore et al. Softback ...
[] The State of the Nations’ Birds Mead. Softback ... [ where to watch Birds in Spain: the 100 Best Sites Montero. Softback .......
(] where to Watch Birds in the London Area MItchell.................oooorreroc ¥ Oa birdwatching guide to Extremadura Muddeman. Softback ........................
[0 seabird Populations of Britain & Ireland Mitchell et al. Hardback .. [0 Birds of Bahrain Nightingale & Hill. Hardback .....

Attracting Birds to your Garden Moss & Cottridge. Softback ...... Oa birdwatching guide to Southern Spain Palmer. Softback .
[ where to Watch Birds in Devon & Cornwall Norman & Tucker. 3rd edn. Oa birdwatching guide to Eastern Spain Palmer. Softback ...........
D First for Britain & Ireland 1600-1999 Palmer. Hardback .
[] The Birds of Shetland Pennington et al. Hardback
[ The Birds of Suffolk Piotrowski. Hardback
D Birds New to Britain 1980-2004 Pitches & Cleeves. Hardback
[ Birds of the Isles of Scilly Robinson. Hardback ...
[ Red Kite Country Read & Woolf. Hardback
D Where to Watch Birds in Wales Saunders 3rd edn
[ complete Irish wildlife Sterry. Softback

£10.95
|:| Birds of Britain & Europe Peterson, Mountfort & Hollom. 5th ed. Hardback .. £25.00
[ A field guide to the birds of the Middle East Porter et al. Softback ............. £24.99

[ The Birds of Menorca Ramos. Softback
O Lapland: a Natural History Ratcliffe. Hardback
[ Where to Watch Birds in North and East Spain Rebane. Softback
[ where to Watch Birds in Tenerife Garcia del Rey. Softback
[ checkiist of the Birds of the Canary Islands Garcia del Rey. Softback
O Birdwatching Guide to the UAE Richardson & Aspinall. Softback
[ The Birds of Blakeney Point Stoddart & Joyner. Hardback A Birdwatching Guide to Romania Roberts. Softback
D Where to Watch Birds in Kent, Surrey & Sussex Taylor et al. 4th ed. |:| A Birdwatcher’s Guide to Italy Ruggieri & Festari. Softback .
[ gest Birdwatching Sites in Sussex Thomas & Francis. Softback .................. . [] where to Watch Birds in Switzerland Sacchi et al. Softback.

D Where to Watch Birds in Britain & Ireland Tipling. Hardback. |:| The Birds of Israel Shirihai. Hardback £85.00
[ Top birding spots in Britain & Ireland Tipling. Softback..... [ A Guide to the Birding Hotspots of Israel Shirihai et al. Softback (2 vols) .... £19.99
0 the Migration Atlas Wernham et al. Hardback ............ccocoviieiiisiniiinciiciinns H Oa birdwatching guide to the Cyprus Stagg & Hearl. Softback .. . . £9.95
* EUROPE / WESTERN PALEARCTIC E :rdffof tthe M;dlgerrtan;an a PhoFt.ographlc Gsulde Sterws Sﬂ(;ftbick Z;g[g)g
[ Birds of Kuwait Altadhel. Hardback D entification Guide to European Passerines Svensson. Softback. !

[ collins Bird Guide Svensson et al. Softback £16.99
[ collins Bird Guide Svensson et al. Hardback

|:| Collins Bird Guide Svensson et al. Hardback large format..
[ The Birds of Morocco Thevenot, Vernon & Bergier. Hardback
[ The Birds of Corsica Thibault & Bonaccorsi. Hardback
[ madeira underwood. Softback
[ Where the Birds are in northeast Spain West. Softback.......
[ where to watch Birds in Europe & Russia Wheatley. Softback..................... £16.99

% EASTERN PALEARCTIC

[J palearctic Birds: a checklist Beaman. Softback

[J The Birds of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan Andrews. Softback............ £18.50
[ The breeding birds of the United Arab Emirates Aspinall. Softback.
[ identification guide to European non-passerines Baker. Softback
Warblers of Europe, Asia & North Africa Baker. Hardback ..
[ Handbook of Bird Identification Beaman & Madge. Hardback
[ A Birdwatchers' Guide to Morocco Bergier & Bergier. 2nd edn. Softback ...
Birding on the Greek Island of Lesvos Brooks. 2002 edn. Softback .............
[ Lesvos Update Autumn 04 Brooks. 2004. Softback.
[ A Revised Checklist of the Birds of Lesvos Brooks. Softback
[ Birds in Europe Burfield and van Bommel. Hardback ..

£12.50

0 Birdwatching on Spain’s Southern Coast Butler. 2nd edn Softback [ The Birds of Japan Brazil. Hardback £45.00
Field Guide to Raptors of Europe, the Mid. East & N. Af. Clark. Softback.... £29.50 [ The Avifauna of Hong Kong Carey et al. Hardback ............ £45.00

0 Raptor in-hand identification guide Clark & Yosef. Softback £14.99 Oa Photographic Guide to the Birds of Hong Kong HKBWS. Softback ......... £24.99

[ A birdwatching guide to Crete Coghlan. 5th edn. Softback .. - £9.95 [J wild Birds of Japan: a photographic guide Kanouchi et al. Softback

SNE259190)

0] A birdwatching guide to Brittany Coghlan. Softback £10.95 [ 550 Birds of Japan Kirihara et al. Two-volume softback set... . £55.00
0 A birdwatchers' guide to the Canary Islands Clarke & Collins. Softback [ A photo. guide to the birds of China MacKinnon & Hicks. Softback ............... £7.99
O A birdwatching guide to Morocco Combridge & Snook. Softoack ...... [ Field Guide to the Birds of China MacKinnon & Philipps. Softback £35.00

D A photo. guide to birds of Egypt & Middle East Cottridge. Softback .............. |:| Birds of Hong Kong and S. China Viney et al. 8th edn. Softback ...
Oa photographic guide to birds of Israel & Mid. East Cottridge. Softback.
Oa birdwatching guide to France south of the Loire Crozier. Softback * INDIA & SOUTH-EAST ASIA
Oa birdwatching guide to France north of the Loire Crozier. Softback ......... £15.95 [ Handbook of the Birds of India & Pakistan Ali & Ripley. Boxed softback.
[] A birdwatching guide to the Pyrenees Crozier. Softback [ important Bird Areas in Nepal Baral & Inskipp. Softback
D Where to Watch Birds in France Dubois. 2nd edn. Softback D The Birds of Kangra (Himachal Pradesh) den Besten. Softback .....................
[J common Birds in Oman Eriksen & Eriksen. Softback [ A birdwatcher’s guide to Malaysia Bransbury. Softback
D Birdwatching Guide to Oman Eriksen et al. Softback. D A photo. guide to the snakes & other reptiles of Sri Lanka Das. Softback.... £7.99
[ A birdwatchers’ guide to southern Spain & Gibraltar Finlayson. Softback... £12.75 [ A photographic guide to birds of Malaysia Davison & Fook. Softback .......... £7.99
D A photographic guide to birds of Borneo Davison & Fook. Softback
D The Birds of Cyprus Flint & Stewart. Hardback . A photographic guide to birds of the Philippines Fisher & Hicks. Softback...
[ The Raptors of Europe and the Middle East Forsman. Hardback . Oa photographic guide to mammals of SE Asia Francis. Softback ..................
Where to Watch Birds in S & W Spain Garcia. 2nd edn. Softback ................ £16.99 [J A Photographic Guide to the Birds of India Grewal et al. Softback ..
[ The Birds of Hungary Gorman. Hardback Oa photographic guide to birds of India & Nepal Grewal. Softback ...
[ Finding Birds in Eastern Austria Gosney. Softback boolet........................... ! [J A photographic guide to birds of Himalayas Grewal & Pfister. Softback
[0 Pocket Guide to Birds of the Indian Subcont. Grimmett et al. Softback .
[ Field Guide to the Birds of Northern India Grimmett & Inskipp. Softback ....
D Field Guide to the Birds of Southern India Grimmett & Inskipp. Softback
Finding Birds in Greece Gosney. Softback booklet. [ Birds of Nepal Grimmett, Inskipp & Inskipp. Softback
D Finding Birds in Mallorca Gosney. Softback booklet |:| Mammals of the Indian Subcontinent Gurung & Singh. Softback
0 Finding Birds in Northern Morocco Gosney. Softback booklet......................... ! [J Field Guide to the Birds of Sri Lanka Harrison. Softback .............
O Finding Birds in Southern Morocco Gosney. Softback booklet.... [ A Guide to the Birds of Nepal Inskipp & Inskipp, 2nd edn. Hardback
O Finding Birds in Poland Gosney. Softback booklet [ A birdwatchers’ guide to Nepal Inskipp. Softback ..
0 Finding Birds in Southern Portugal Gosney. Softback booklet........... [ A Guide to Birds of the Indian Subcont. Kazmierczak & Perlo. Hardback
0 Finding Birds in Western Turkey Gosney. Softback booklet...... [J A birdwatchers’ guide to India Kazmierczak & Singh. Softback
[ A birdwatchers’ guide to Turkey Green & Moorhouse. Softbacl [ A Guide to the Birds of the Philippines Kennedy et al. Softback.
[ A Field Guide to the Birds of Korea Lee, Koo & Park. Hardback

D Birds of Iberia Finlayson & Tomlinson. Softback.

0 Finding Birds in Bulgaria Gosney. booklet.
0 Finding Birds in Cyprus Gosney. Softback booklet.
0 Finding Birds in Egypt Gosney. Softback booklet

D The Birds of the State of Kuwait Gregory. Softback. ... £24.95
[] The EBCC Atlas of European Breeding Birds Hagemeijer. Hardback . £65.00 [ Field Guide to Birds of Borneo, Sumatra, Java & Bali Mackinnon. Softback £36.00
[ The Birds of the Cape Verde Islands Hazevoet. Hardback £22.00 [ Photo. Guide to the Birds of Mt Kinabalu Nakayasu et al. Softback ............ £20.00

D Complete Guide to Birdlife of Br. & Europe Hayman & Hume. Hardback..... £25.00 |:| A Guide to the Large Mammals of Thailand Parr. Softback .
[] New Birdwatchers Pocket Guide to Br. & Eu. Hayman & Hume. Hardback.... £9.99 [ Birds and Mammals of Ladakh Pfister. Hardback .
Oa birdwatching guide to Menorca, Ibiza & Formentera Hearl. Softback ........ £8.95 [0 Birds of South Asia: the Ripley Guide Rasmussen. 2 Vols. Hardback .

Oa birdwatching guide to Mallorca Hearl & King 2nd edn. Softback . £9.95 [[] New Holland Field Guide to the Birds of SE Asia Robson. Softback
0 Important Bird Areas in Europe Heath & Evans. Softback £75.00 [ A Field Guide to the Birds of Thailand Robson. Hardback....
[ Birds of Britain & Europe Heinzel, Fitter & Parslow. New Edn. Softback........ £14.99 Oa photographic guide to birds of Sri Lanka de Silva et al. Softback ...
D RSPB Birds of Britain & Europe Hume. 2nd edn. Softback. |:| Birds in Bhutan: status and distribution Spierenburg. Hardback
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Oa Photographic Guide to the Birds of SE Asia Strange. Softback
Oa Photographic Guide to the Birds of Indonesia Strange. Softback
[ Birds of South-east Asia: a photographic guide Strange. Softback .
Oa photo. guide to birds of Java, Sumatra & Bali Tilford. Softback ...

Oa photographic guide to birds of Thailand Webster & Fook. Softback ........... £7.99

D Birds of the Thai-Malayan Peninsula Vol. 1. Wells. Hardback ....................... £85.00
% AFRICA & INDIAN OCEAN

0 Photographic Guide to Birds of Prey of S, C & E Africa Allan. Softback ......... £9.99

D Important Bird Areas in Tanzania Baker & Baker. Softback
[] A Field Guide to the Birds of the Gambia Barlow & Wacher. Softback
0 Important Bird Areas in Kenya Bennun & Njoroge. Softback

Birds of Western Africa Borrow & Demey. Hardback
[ Birds of Western Africa Borrow & Demey. Field Guide Version. Softback
[ The Bird Atlas of Uganda Carswell et al. Hardback...
D Essential Birding Western South Africa Cohen & Spomswoode Softback..... £9.99

Mammals of Garbutt. H
0 Madagascar Wildlife Garbutt, Bradt & Schuurman. 3rd ed. Softback .............. £14.95
[ Birds of Liberia Gatter. Hardback £40.00
[ Birds of Africa Keith. Hardback. (Vol.4 O/P) Vols. 1, 2, 3,5 & 6 £125. Vol 7. £135.00
[ Birds of Prey of Africa and its islands Kemp. Softback ...£19.99

The Kingdon Field Guide to African Mammals Kingdon. Softback ... £29.99
[ The Kingdon Pocket Guide to African Mammals Kingdon. Softback £16.99
[ imortant Bird Areas in Zambia Leonard. Softback ...
[ Birds of Madagascar: a photo guide Morris & Hawkins. Hardback

Newman's Birds of Southern Africa Newman. Softback. 9th edn...
D Birds of Western & Cent. Africa: illustr. checklist van Perlo. Softback ........ £19.99
[ Birds of Southern Africa: Collins illus. checklist van Perlo. Softback .
[ Endemic Birds of Ethiopia & Eritrea Pol. Softback
D A photographic guide to birds of East Africa Richards. Softhack .
[] where to Watch Birds in Uganda Rossouw & Sacchi. Softback .
[ The Birds of St Helena Rowlands. Hardback

Oa photographic guide to Southern African birds Sinclair. Softback .

A photographic guide to birds of Namibia Sinclair. Softback .....
D Birds of Southern Africa Sinclair, Hockey & Tarboton. Softback. 3rd ed
[ Birds of the Indian Ocean Islands Sinclair & Langrand. Softback ..
[ Birds of Africa south of the Sahara Sinclair & Ryan. Softback ... .
D Field Guide to the Birds of the Seychelles Skerrett & Bullock. Softback .
[ Field Guide to Birds of East Africa Stevenson & Fanshawe. Softback..
[ Birds of Africa Stuart. Hardback
[ Field Guide to the Larger Mammals of Africa Stuart. Softback
[ Field Guide to Mammals of Southern Africa Stuart. Softback .
[ southern African Wildlife Unwin. 2nd ed. Softback .........
[] A birdwatchers’ guide to the Gambia Ward. Softback ...
[ Birds of Kenya & Northern Tanzania Zimmerman et al. Hardback .

% NORTH AMERICA & HAWAII
[ Birder's Guide to Vancouver & the lower mainland Aitchison. Softback ...... £13.99
D National Geographic Complete Birds of North America Alderfer. Hardback. £24.95
0 Birding Georgia (site guide) Beaton. Softback ...
Hawaii: Ecotravellers’ Wildlife Guide Beletsk back
D A Guide to Bird Finding in New Jersey Boyle. 2nd Edn. Softback
[ A Birder's Guide to the Chicago Region Carpenter & Greenberg. Softback £21.50
[ A Birder's Guide to Michigan Chartier & Ziarno. Softback ..
A Birder’s Guide to planning North American trips Cooper Softback
[ A Birder's Guide to New Hampshire Delorey. Softback
[J New World Warblers Curson, Beadle & Quinn. Hardback
0 Birdwatching: Disc. trav. ad. (N. Am. site guide) Dunham. Softback .
Oa Birdwatching Guide to Bermuda (site guide) Dobson. Softback .
[ A photographic guide to birds of S. Florida Flieg & Sander. Softback.
Oa Birder's Guide to Southern California Holt. revised edn. Softback ...
[ A Birder's Guide to the Texas Coast Holt. Softback .......
D A Birder’s Guide to the Rio Grande Valley 3rd edn. Lockwood. Softback.
[] A Birder's Guide to Colorado Holt. Softback .....
0 Hummingbirds of N America: the photographic guide Howell. Softback.
A Birder's Guide to Virginia Johnston.
[ Advanced Birding Kaufman. Softback
[ Mammals of North America Kays & Wilson. Softback (Hardback £35.00)......
D Birding Northern California (site guide) Kemper. Softback ... .
[ A Birder's Guide to Metropolitan Areas of N America Lehman. Softback ...
0 Birding Sites of Nova Scotia Maybank. Softback ............
0 Birding Washington McNair-Huff.
America’s 100 Most Wanted Birds Mlodinow & O’Brien. Softback .....
[ Field Guide to the Birds of North America Nat. Geog. 4th edn. Softback
Birder’s Journal National Geographic. Softback .
[ A Birder's Guide to Washington Opperman. Softback
[ Alaska: Ecotravellers' Wildlife Guide Paulson & Beletsky. Softback ...
[J A Guide to the Birds of Hawaii & Tropical Pacific Pratt et al. Softback
(] The Summer Atlas of North American Birds Price et al. Hardback ..
D Field Guide to the Birds of Bermuda Raine. Softback ......
[] A Guide to the Birds of the Southeastern States Rappole. Softback
Sparrows of the US and Canada Rising. Softback
D Sparrows of the US and Canada Rising. Hardback

[J A Birder's Guide to Wyoming Scott. Softback
[ Field Guide to Birds of Eastern North America Sibley. Softback

[ Field Guide to Birds of Western North America Sibley. Softback ................. £14.99
|:| The North American Bird Guide Sibley. £25.00
[ The Sibley Guide: Bird Life & Behaviour Sibley. Hardback ........................... £35.00

[] The Birdwatcher’s Guide to Hawaii Soehren. Softback ..
A Birder's Guide to Idaho Svingen & Dumroese. Softback
D A Birder's Guide to Southeastern Arizona Taylor. 2005 edn. Softback ......... £21.95
0 Birding lllinois (site guide) De Vore. Softback ...........
0 Birding Texas (site guide) Wauer & Elwonger. Softback
[ A Birder's Guide to Alaska West. Softback
Photo. guide to North American Raptors Wheeler & Clark. Softback
[] A Birder's Guide to the Bahama Islands White. Softback ...
[ A Birder's Guide to Arkansas White. Softback ..
|:| Guide to Birdwatching Sites: Eastern USA White. Softback
[ Guide to Birdwatching Sites: Western USA White. Softback
O Birding in the American West Zimmer. Softback

% CENTRAL AMERICA & CARIBBEAN
[ Belize & N. Guatemala: Ecotravellers’ Wildlife Guide Beletsky. Softback .... £15.00
|:| Tropical Mexico: Ecotravellers’ Wildlife Guide Beletsky. Softback................ £15.00

O Travellers’ Wildlife Guides: Costa Rica Beletsk oftback £18.99
[ The Birds of The Cayman Islands Bradley. Hardback £35.00
[] A Field Guide to Birds of Mexico Edwards. Softback £17.50

D Birds of the Eastern Caribbean Evans. Softback ..
A Guide to the birds of Trinidad and Tobago Ffrench.Softback ...................
Oa photo. guide to birds of the West Indies Flieg & Sander. Softback
Oa photographic guide to birds of Costa Rica Fogden. Softback ...
|:| A Field Guide to the Birds of Cuba Garrido & Kirkconnell Softback
[ where to watch Birds in Mexico Howell. Softback
[] A Field Guide to the Birds of Mexico & N. C. Am. Howell & Webb. Softback £41.00
|:| Field Guide to the Birds of Belize Jones. Softback
The Birds of St Lucia Keith. Hardback
[ The Birds of Hispaniola Keith, Wiley et al. Hardback .
[ A Birdwatchers’ Guide to Trinidad & Tobago Murphy. 3rd edn Softback
|:| Puerto Rico’s Birds in Photographs Oberle. Softback + CDRom
O Birds of the West Indies Raffaele et al. Hardback
[] Field Guide to the Birds of the West Indies Raffaele et al. Softback
[] Mammals of Central America & SE Mexico Reid. Softback ..........
D A Guide to the Birds of Panama Ridgely & Gwynne. Softback ......................
[ A Travel and Site Guide to the Birds of Costa Rica Sekerak. Softback
[ A Guide to the Birds of Costa Rica Stiles, Skutch & Gardner. Softback
[ where to Watch Birds in C. America & Caribbean Wheatley Softback ........

% SOUTH AMERICA

[ A Field Guide to the Birds of Peru Clements & Shany. Softback ....
0 Birding in Venezuela Mary Lou Goodwin. 2nd edn. Softback
[ Birds of Guyana Fernandes & Singh. Softback

|:| Wildlife of the Galapagos Fitter, Fitter & Hosking. Softback.
[ Birds of the High Andes Fjeldsa & Krabbel. Hardback
0 Galapagos Diary Heinzel. Softback £16.99
[ Birds of Tropical America: behaviour, breeding & diversity Hilty. Softback. £12.95

. £6.75

|:| Birds of Venezuela Hilty. Softback £40.00
[ A Guide to the Birds of Colombia Hilty & Brown. Softback ............. ... £42.95
0 Galapagos Wildlife Horwell & Oxford. 2nd ed. Softback £15.99
[ Field Guide to the Birds of Chile llo. Softback £19.99
D Birds of Argentina & Uruguay Narosky & Yzurieta. 15th edn. Softback ........ £34.99
[ Travellers' Wildlife Guides: Ecuador Pearson & Beletsky. Softback............... £18.99
[ Travellers’ Wildlife Guides: Peru Pearson & Beletsky. Softback... .. £18.99

[ Tr. wilife Guides: Brazil: Amazon & Pantanal Pearson & Beletsky Sonback £18.99
[ Birds of Southern South America de la Pena & Rumboll. Softback ......

The Birds of Ecuador Ridgely & Greenfield. .(Vol. 1 £60, Vol. 2 £40)
[ checkiist of Birds of Northern South America Rodner et al. Softback
|:| A Visitor’s Guide to the Falkland Islands Summers. 2nd edn. Hardback ..... £12.50
0 Birds, Mammals & Reptiles of Galapagos Swash & Still. 2nd edn. Softback. £16.99
0 Chasing Neotropical Birds Thornton & Thornton. Hardtback .... £22.95
[ where to Watch Birds in Peru Valqui. Softback ...
|:| Where to Watch Birds in South America Wheatley. Softback .
[] Birds and Mammals of the Falkland Islands Woods. Hardback ................. £17.95

% AUSTRALASIA, PACIFIC & ANTARCTICA
[ where to Find Birds in Australia Bransbury. Softback ..............
[0 Birds of New Zealand - Locality Guide Chambers. 2nd edn. Softback .......... £22.95
D Birds of New Guinea & the Bismarck Archipelago Coates. Softback
[J A Guide to the Birds of Wallacea Coates & Bishop. Hardback
[ Birds of the Solomons, Vanuatu & New Caledonia Doughty. Softback
[0 Birds of Australia Photographic Field Guide 2nd edn. Flegg. Softback
[ Birds & Bird Lore of Bougainville & N Solomons Hadden. Hardback .
0 Kingfishers & Kookaburras: Jewels of Australia Hollands. Hardback .
[ HANZAB. Marchant et al. Vol. 1 £225, Vols 2-6 each
|:| Finding Birds in Northern Territory Australia McCrie & Watson. Softback...
[ A Field Guide to the Mammals of Australia Menkhorst. Softback
Oa photographic guide to birds of New Zealand Moon. Softback.

Field Guide to Australian Birds Compact Edn. Morcombe. Softbacl
|:| Field Guide to New Zealand Seabirds Parkinson. Softback.
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0 Sparrows of the US and Canada Rising. Softback
Sparrows of the US and Canada Rising. Hardback

[ A visitor's Guide to South Georgia Poncet & Crocbie. Softback.

[ Hand Guide to the Birds of New Zealand Robertson & Heather. Softbacl o
Oa photographic guide to birds of Australia Rowland. Softback. 0 Fairy-wrens and Grasswrens Rowley et al. Hardback .............cccccccoviiiinins
[J A Field Guide to the Birds of Australia Simpson & Day. 7th ed. Softback..... 0 Sylvia Warblers Shirihai et al. Hardback
[] The slater Field Guide to Australian Birds Slater & Slater. 2nd ed. Softback £14.99 O Toucans, Barbets & Honeyguides Short & Home. Hardback
[ Antarctica: a Guide to the Wildlife Soper. 4th ed. Softback ........ £14.95 [ Harriers of the World Simmons. Hardback
Oa Photographic Guide to Mammals of Australia Strahan. Softbacl [ Rails Taylor. Hardback
[ The Complete Guide to Finding Birds of Australia Thomas. Softback ....... £13.95 [ Albatrosses Tickell. Hardback
[ Birds of Fiji, Tonga & Samoa Watling. Hardback ...... .. £48.75 [] swallows and Martins Turner & Rose. Hardback .............
[ Guide to the Birds of Fiji & Western Polynesia Watling. Softback SE19195; [0 stonechats Urquhart & Bowley. Hardback
[ Field Guide to Tasmamian Birds Watts. Softback .. £15.99 [ The stone curlew Vaughan & Vaughan Jennings. Hardback .. <. £35.00
[ The Best of Australian Birds Watts. Hardback .. .. £15.99 [ Photo. guide to North American Raptors Wheeler & Clark. Hardback ......... £26.00
[ Where to watch birds in Australasia & Oceania Wheatley Hardback . £16.99

[ A Field Guide to the Insects of Australia Zborowski & Storey. Softback ...... £14.99 * MISCELLANEOUS RECOMMENDED
* MONOGRAPHS [ world Butterflies d'Abrera. Softback

[ The Life of Birds Attenborough. Hardback
D Pipits & Wagtails of Europe, Asia & N. America Alstrom & Mild. Hardback.. £48.00

0 [ millennium Atlas of Butterflies in Britain & Ireland Asher et al. H'back
Warblers of Europe, Asia and North Africa Baker. Hardback ... £35.00 [ A Bad Birdwatcher’s Companion Barnes. Hardback.

a Sparrows of the US & Canada: photographic Beadle & Rising. Softback £19.95 I 2w (o (50 & Eat] Bitmaicher Bammes. [FEmlEa
0 Flight Identification of European Seabirds Blomdahl et al. Softback............. £35.00 O Bird Migration Berthold. 2nd. edn nﬂ.h”k
[ The Whooper Swan Brazil. Hardback £45.00 [ whose Bird? Beolens&LWat‘kins ) e
(] wrens, Dippers & Thrashers Brewer. Hardback £40.00 O wild meer; by Colour Blamey.
Albatrosses and Petrels Across the World Brooke. Hardback....................... £95.00

[ wild Flowers of Britain & Ireland Blamey, Fitter & Fitter. Softback..
[ wild Flowers of the Mediterranean Blamey & Grey-Wilson. Softback.
[ Around the World with 1000 Birds Boyman. Softback...
0 Dragonflies & Damselflies of Brit. & Ireland Brooks. Rev. edn. Softback .. £18.95
[ Tracks & Signs Birds of Britain & Europe Brown et al. 2nd edn. Softback .. £24.99
D Attracting Wildlife to Your Gardenl Burton & Tipling. Hardback
O Drawing Birds Busby. Softback
[J cuide to Whate-watching: Britain & Europe Carwardine. Hardbacl
Whales, Dolphins & Porpoises Carwardine. Softback.....
[] The Secret Lives of Garden Birds Couzens. Softback.
[ Guide to whale Watching: Britain & Europe Carwardine. Hardback.
[ whales & Dolphins of European Atlantic Cresswell & Walker. Softbacl
[ Butterflies of Britain & Europe Chinnery. Softback
Birders: Tales of a Tribe Cocker. Softback
[ Birders: Tales of a Tribe Cocker. Hardback ...
Mammals of the World: a checklist Duff & Lawson. Hardback
D Golden Wings and other stories Dunne. Softback
[ Guide to the Bumblebees of Britain & Ireland Edwards & Jenner. Softback .. £9.99
0 Weather and Bird Behaviour Elkins. 3rd edn. Hardback
One Man's Birds Ennion. Hardback
[ Time to Fly: Exploring Bird Migration Flegg. Softback ...............
[ Bird Brain of Britain Gallimore & Appleton. Softback ...
[0 podo: the Bird Behind the Legend Grihault. Softback
[ orchids of Britain & Ireland: a field and site guide Harrap. Softbacl
[ Life with Birds Hume. H
O wo. Campbell: naturalist and teacher Jackson. Softback
[ pavid Koster: Artist, Printmaker & Naturalist Johnson. Hardback
|:| Collins Tree Guide Johnson & More. Hardback
[0 collins Tree Guide Johnson & More. Hardback Large format.
[ irds and light Jonsson. Hardback
Photo. Guide to Marine Mammals of the N. Atlantic Kinze. Hardback.
[ 7o see Every Bird on Earth Koeppel. Hardback
[ Britain's Orchids Lang. H
[ Naturalised Birds of the World Lever. Hardback

£35.00
£35.00
£35.00

[ Tundra Plovers Brykjedal & Thompson. Hardback
Buntings & Sparrows Byers, Olsson & Curson. Hardback .
[] swifts Chantler & Driessens. 2nd edn. Hardback
[ sunbirds & Flowerpeckers Cheke & Mann. Hardback
[ Field Guide to Raptors of the W. Palearctic Clark & Schmitt. Softback
Raptor in-hand identification guide Clark & Yosef. Softback
[ Finches & Sparrows Clement, Harris & Davis. Softback .
[ Thrushes Clement, Hathway, Wiczur & Byers. Hardback .
0 Nightjars Cleere & Nurney. Hardback
[ New World Warblers Curson, Beadle & Quinn. Hardback
Ratites and Tinamous Davies. Hardback
D Cuckoos, Cowbirds and other Cheats Davies. Hardback ....
[ The Penguins Davis & Renner. Hardback
[ curassows and related birds Delacour & Amadon. 2nd edn. Hardback
[ The Skylark Donald. Hardback
[ A Field Guide to Warblers of North America Dunn & Garrett. Softback
D Photo. Handbook: Seabirds of the World Enticott & Tipling. Softback .
0 Starlings & Mynas Feare & Craig. Hardback ..
0 Raptors of the World Ferguson-Lees & Chrlstle Hardback
Raptors of the World: a field guide Ferguson-Lees & Christie. Hardback.
[] Grebes Fjelds&. Hardback
Parrots of the World Forshaw. Hardback
D The Raptors of Europe and the Middle East Forsman. Hardback .....
Birds of Paradise Frith & Beehler, plates by William T. Cooper. Hardback ..... £65.00
[ Bowerbirds Frith & Frith. Hardback £85.00
D Kingfishers, Bee-eaters & Rollers Fry & Harris. Softback ............c.ccccoceeinienne £19.99
[] seabirds: a natural history Gaston. Hardback ...
0 Pigeons & Doves Gibbs, Barnes & Cox. Hardback
D Hybrid Ducks Gillham. Softback
[ Hybrid Ducks: 2002 Update Gillham. Softback
Woodpeckers of Europe Gorman. Hardback ..
D Herons & Egrets of the World Hancock. Softback ...
0 Storks, Ibises & Spoonbills of the World Hancock et al. Hardback
0 Tits, Nuthatches & Treecreepers Harrap & Quinn. Hardback ......

[ shrikes and Bush-shrikes Harris & Franklin, Hardback ..................ocvvoo... ) [ Pocket Guide to Butterflies of Great Britain & Ireland Lewington. Softbac
[ seabirds Harrison. Hardback [ Britain's Rare Flowers Marren. Softback
[ seabirds of the world: a photographic guide Harrison. SOftback ................ y [ Twitching through the Swamp Marren & Carstairs. Softback

[ North Norfolk Summer Sketchbook McCallum. Hardback .
|:| Wild Goose Winter: geese in N Norfolk McCallum. Hardback .............c.........
[ North Norfolk Wildlife through the Seasons McCallum. Softback .
[ Benaviour of European & N. American Birds Michl et al. Hardback .

Nightjars and their allies Holyoak. H;
[] New World Blackbirds: the Icterids Jaramillo & Burke. Hardback
Parrots Juniper & Parr. Hardback
D Ducks, Geese & Swans Kear. Hardback 2 Vol. set..................

[ Grebes of our world Konter. Hardback £19.00 [ The Atlas of European Mammals Mitchell-Jones et al. Hardback ................
[ The Herons Kushlan & Hancock. Hardback £95.00 0 Everything you always wanted to know about birds Moss. Softback .

D Pittas, Broadbills & Asities Lambert. Hardback £29.99 |:| Bird in the Bush: a social history of birdwatching Moss. Softback .

D Crows & Jays Madge & Burn £19.99 |:| Attracting Birds to your Garden Moss & Cottridge. Softback

[ Pheasants, Partridges & Grouse Madge & McGowan. Hardback ................. £45.00 [ reat British Marine Animals. Naylor. Softback ..

D The Nuthatches Matthysen. Hardback £25.95 D The Speciation and Biogeography of Birds Newton. Hardback .

[ waders of Europe, Asia & N. America Message & Taylor. Softback ............ £24.99 [J The Big Year 0 ik. Softback
Pelicans, Cormorants & their Allies Nelson. Hardback ..................... £95.00 [ Bill oddie’s Gripping Yarns Oddie. Softback
D Grebes of the World Ogilvie. Hardback £49.95 |:| A Guide to the Dragonflies of Great Britain Powell. Softback .
[J Photo. Handbook: Wildfow! of the World Ogilvie & Young. Softback ............ £12.99 [J New Atlas of the British & Irish Flora Preston et al. Hardback
[ Gulls of Europe, Asia & N America Olsen & Larsson. Hardback £45.00 [ Red kite Country Read & Woolf. Hardback
Terns: an identification guide Olsen & Larsson. Hardback £29.99 [] sea Mammals of the World Reeves et al.
[ skuas Olsen & Larsson. Hardback £29.99 [ Arrivals and Rivals: a birding oddity Riley. Softback

[ The cuckoos Payne. Hardback £95.00 [ n a Natural Light: the Wildlife Art of Chris Rose Rose. Hardback

[ The Gyrfalcon Potapov & Sale. Hardback £35.00 [ Britain's Dragonflies Smallshire & Swash. Hardback

[ Munias & Mannikins Restall. Hardback £29.99 0 Birding on Borrowed Time Snetsinger. Softback £17.50

D Shorebirds of North America Paulson. Softback £24.99 D Feathers of Japanese Birds in Full Scale Takada & Kanouchi. Hardback .... £95.00

[ shorebirds of the Pacific Northwest Paulson, SOfthack......................... £22.50 [ wildiife walks Tait. Softback £9.99
Hawaiian Honeycreepers Pratt. Softback. £95.00 [ ird Photography Tipling. Hardback £22.95

D Munias & Mannikins Restall. Hardback £29.99 |:| Field Guide to Butterflies of Britain & Europe Tolman. Hardback. .. £25.00
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[ Photo Guide to Butterflies of Britain & Europe Tolman. Hardback
[ Britain's Butterflies Tomlinson & Still. Softback

[ Guide to the Offshore Wildlife of the North Atlantic Tove. Softback.......... £17.95
0 Beguiled by Birds Wallace. Hardback
[ A concise History of Ornithology Walters. Hardback

[ pevon wildiife through the Seasons Walters. Hardback ...
[ A Birdwatcher's Guide: Bird Identification & Fieldcraft Ward. Hardback
[] Field Guide to the Moths of Great Britain & Ireland Waring et al. Softback. £29.95
[ michael Warren's Langford Lowfields 1989-1999 Warren. Hardback ..
[ Horace Alexander: 1889 to 1989 Birds & Binoculars Wood. Softback

% VIDEOS, COMPACT DISCS, CD-ROMs & DVDs

[ The Life of Birds Attenborough. 3 VHS video set.... (DVD £34.99)... £29.99

Auduon guide to 505 Birds of North America DVD (NTSC Format) . £52.95
[ Auduon guide to 505 Birds of North America Video (PAL Format) .. £65.95
[J The CD-ROM Guide to Rarer British Birds CD-ROM £29.95

[ waders of Europe, Asia & N. America Bird Images/Doherty. 2 DVD sef
D Birds of Britain & Europe Bird Images/Doherty. 6 DVD set.................
[ bvb Guide to British Birds Bird Images/Doherty. 3 DVD set.......

[ Birds of Venezuela Boesman. CD-ROM
[] Birds of Venezuela MP3 Sound Collection Boesman. CD................
[ Birds of Brazil MP3 Sound Collection Boesman. CD..

[ Birds of Mexico MP3 Sound Collection Boesman. CD

[ The Birds of the Canary Islands & Madeira Boon. VHS Video.... £23.95
[ The Birds of the Cape Verde Islands & the Azores Boon. VHS Video........... £23.95
[ Birder's Diary World 3.0 Cornell/Thayer. Windows listing software. CD-ROM. £99.00
D The Birds of Britain & Europe Doherty. 2nd ed....Vols 1-4 (ea. £17.95) VHS. £69.95
[ Bill oddie’s Video Guide to British Birds Doherty. VHS Video.

O The Raptors of Britain & Europe Doherty. 2nd ed. VHS Video. .. £17.95
[] waders of Europe, Asia and North America Doherty....Double VHS Video... £24.95
[ shorebirds Vol. 1. Doherty. VHS Video. £17.95
[ The Waders of Britain 2nd edn. Doherty. £17.95
[ Gulls of Britain 2nd edn. Doherty. £17.95

D Gulls: The Gulls of Europe, Asia & N. America Doherty. Double VHS Video £27.95
[ warblers of Britain & Europe Doherty. VHS Video.... N —— N/ 05
[ Eastern Rarities: Birds of Beidaihe Doherty. VHS Video.........cccccevriiiciiinens £17.95

The Birds of North America Doherty. Double VHS Video.... .. £24.95
0 Birdwatching in Alaska Doherty. VHS Video. £17.95
[ Birdwatching in Goa Doherty. VHS Video. £17.95
0 Birdwatching in Mallorca Doherty. VHS Video £17.95
D Birdwatching in Scotland Doherty. VHS Video. £17.95
[ The Large Gulls of North America Dunn £17.95
D The Small Gulls of North America Dunn £17.95
[] Gosney in Alaska VHS Video £19.95
0 Gosney in the Arctic VHS Video £19.95
0 Gosney in Britain VHS Video £19.95
0 Gosney in Canada VHS Video £19.95

Gosney in China VHS Video £19.95
0 Gosney in E. Europe VHS Video £19.95

Gosney in Florida VHS Video £19.95
[] Gosney in Israel VHS Video £19.95

Gosney in Mallorca VHS Video £19.95

0 Gosney in Morocco VHS Video
Gosney in Spain VHS Video ..
0 Gosney in Texas VHS Video

(DVD £12.95)... £19.95
(DVD £12.95)... £19.95
sveesssnnnes (DVD £12.95)... £19.95

|:| Gosney in Turkey VHS Video £19.95
[J A Passion for Raptors Forsman. VHS Video £22.00
[ Birds of Southern Africa Gibbon. VHS Video.... Vol. 1 £21.99, Vols. 2 & 3 ... £19.99
[ Birds of Kruger National Park Gibbon. VHS Video.... .. £21.99

|:| The DVD Guide to British Birds Gosney. Single DVD disc.....
[ The DVD Guide to Al the Birds of Europe Gosney. Single DVD

[ cals of Eastern Vagrants Jannes. CD. £15.99
[ Bird sounds of Goa & South India Jannes. CD. £15.99
|:| Attracting Swifts Kaiser. CD. £17.99

Ten Days to Paint the Forest Kemp. VHS Video....... £15.95
[ Rare Birds in Finland 2002 Kontiokorpi. VHS video. £10.00
[ Birds of Ecuador Krabbe & Nilsson. DVD-ROM .. £65.95
|:| Butterflies of Europe Lepibase. CD-ROM £37.95
[ Birds of Bolivia Mayer. CD-ROM. 2nd edn £49.95
[ Birds of South Korea Moores & Moores. VHS Video. £19.95

[ The Gambia Otus. VHS Video Two Vol. set... £19.95
|:| Dragonflies & Damselflies of Great Britain: a video guide Parker. VHS.

A Taste of the Birds of Cuba Phillips & Dick. VHS Video........... 5
[ Bird Sounds of Europe & NW Africa Roché & Chevereau. 10 CD set .........
[ Bird Songs and Calls of Britain and Europe Roché. 4 CD set ...... .

Birding in Extremadura Rymer. VHS Video. .... (DVD £19.00)... £17.00
0 Birding in the Gambia Rymer. VHS Video Parts 1-3 ...(each £16.95)... £42.00

Birding in the Gambia Rymer. DVD. £19.00
0 Birding in Goa Rymer. VHS Video Parts 1 & 2............... Each... £17.95
[0 Birding in Goa Rymer. DVD Parts 1-3 .. £19.00
0 Birding in Israel Rymer. VHS Video Parts 1 & 2 ... £16.95
0 Birding in Israel Rymer. DVD Parts 1-3. .. £19.00
Birding in Tobago Rymer. VHS Vide £17.00
|:| Birding in Trinidad Rymer. VHS Video. .. £17.00
Lesbos Journal Rymer. VHS Video Parts 1 & 2 .. £14.99

0 Birding in Lesvos Rymer. VHS Video.....
0 Birding in Northern Cyprus Rymer. VHS Vide

(DVD £19.00)... £16.99
(DVD £19.00)... £17.95

Birding in Sri Lanka Rymer. VHS Video. £15.99
0 Birding in Ecuador Rymer. VHS Video. .00)... £19.00
Birding in Costa Rica Rymer. VHS Video Parts 1 & 2 .Each... £17.00

0 Birding in Costa Rica Rymer. DVD Parts 1 & 2......
|:| Birds of Tropical Asia Scharringa. DVD-ROM Version 3.....
|:| Bird Sounds of Europe, N Africa & the Middle East Schulze. 17 CD set
[ irds of Beidaihe Shaw. VHS Video

[ Birds of Bharatpur Shaw. VHS Video

[ Birds of Morocco Shaw. VHS Video

[ Birds of Northern India Shaw. VHS Video

[ Birds of Texas Shaw. VHS Video. £23.95
|:| Birding in Britain 2004 Shaw...... (2001 £23.95; 2002 £17.95; 2003 £15.00)... £16.00
|:| Rare Birds in Britain 2000, 1999, 1998, 1997 and 1996 Shaw. .Each... £25.00
[ Rare Birds in Britain 1995 and 1994 Shaw. VHS Video + £23.95
0 Megas in Britain 1990-2000 Shaw. VHS Video £17.95
[0 collins Bird eGuide Svensson & Grant. SD Memory Card..........cccovveiricieiens £89.95
|:| British Butterflies Wilmshurst. VHS Video, £17.99
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breakfast. Views over the Glaven valley.
Close to bird reserve. Tel. 01263-740534.

(BWO11)
Cley delightful, well-equipped flint cottage,
sleeps 5. Parking. Views over marshes.
Tel. 07900-217197. (BWO018)

Cley (Hill-top), Norfolk. Pleasant 17th
century flint cottage. 2 beds, reception,
kitchen with Aga. Sleeps 4 plus child.
Parking. Large garden. Non smokers. For
information tel. 01603 452957. (BWo34)

Holt, Norfolk The White Cottage. En suite
Bed & Breakfast in traditional 200 year-old
beamed cottage. No smoking. Colour TV
and tea/coffee facilities in room. Superb
location for Cley. Tel. 01263-713353. @woos

Ireland, Rosscarbery West Cork. Beautiful,
recent renovation of stone cottage. Sleeps
6. Secluded and peaceful yet not isolated.
Panoramic sea/mountain views. Estuary
amazing for close-up birding. Contact
owners: tel. 01603 870648 (evenings) or
CathPtc@aol.com. (Bwo27)

Salthouse, Norfolk Cumfus Bottom B&B.
En-suite rooms. TV and tea/coffee facili-
ties in rooms. 10 minute walk to heathland
and beach Tel. 01263-741118. (BWo07)

Stiffkey Near marshes. Mole Lodge en-
suite B&B. TV. Tealcoffee facilities. Own
private entrance. Non-smoking. Tel.
01328-830214 (BW719)

Weybourne, North Norfolk Coast. Flint-
stone Barn — Weybourne Bed & Breakfast
from £25. Tel. Val or Ken on 01263-588598
or email: ken@flintstonebarn.co.uk

web: http://www.flintstonebarn.co.uk. @wse

For Sale

EXCEPTIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS

Limited edition, framed, prints of
Central and N. American birds
by noted Canadian wildlife
photographer, David Young.
www3.telus.net/~telyt/bwp.htm

Video/DVDs ‘A Taste Of’ Series: The Birds
of Japan (winter), 90 mins, 87 spp including
Blakiston’s Fish Owl, Steller's Eagle,
Japanese Murrelet and 5 species of Crane;
The Birds of Kazakhstan, 1hr 43 mins.,
126 spp including Himalayan Snowcock,
Ibisbill, McQueen’s Bustard, 5 sp. redstart,
White-winged Lark, Black Lark, Sociable
Plover; The Birds of Cuba, 53 mins,
including 23 endemics & 19 near or
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regional endemics; The Bird of Sri Lanka,
58 mins., 100 spp including 15 endemics
and other endemic races. Video £15.00,
DVD £15.00. From: lan Phillips, 88 Lang-
dykes Drive, Aberdeen, AB12 3HW.

Travel

Central Spain Extremadura/Gredos
Mountains. House sleeps 2-6 in beautiful
countryside. Fantastic birding/walks (in 3
major habitats). 2 hrs Madrid. From
£270pw. Tel. 01603-872498 email:
lagunilla@tiscali.co.uk
www.spanishcottage.com. (®Woo1)

(BW 021)

E-Tours Fully inclusive 10 day Autmun
migration - Hortobagy & Eastern Slovakia.
Details - andyhowes@hotmail.com; tel.
0116-2889318 (www.etours.cz) (®Wo25)

Great Himalayan National Park India.
Western Tragopan, Koklass, Monal and
other rarities. Guided birding customised
for individuals and small group. Tele-
phone 91-141-2357740 or e-mail to:
sangha@datainfosys.net. (®W022)

Kyrgyzstan & Kazakhstan Birding. Join
one of our scheduled KAKI-tours in May
or July. Groups (4-12 pax) are also
welcome to hire my Kyrgyz team and me:
tailor-made itineraries to suit you and your
friends’ ornithological wishes and duration.
Quality, value for money and excellent
birding are our watchwords. For further
information (reports available) and ideas,
please contact: Miksture v. Michael
Westerbjerg Andersen. Tel.: 0045 24819128.
E-mail: michaelwandersen@ hotmail.com;
website: www.sitecenter.dk/kirgistan. ewoze

Lithuania Guided birding for individuals
and small groups. For further information
contact Alcedo at: www.birdinglithuania.lt.

(BW013)

VENEZUELA 28th Oct 2-week birding trip
of a lifetime. Caribbean Coastal Mountains,
Andes and Llanos. Best guide, Great
accommodation, Very low cost,

500 species expected. Full itinerary and
past trip report 07722-956672 or visit
www.tanagerbirding.com
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wnannw_wildwings.co.uk

Kaikoura, New Zealand Stay with the
only resident birder. Clean, comfortable B&B
at very competitive rates. Free guiding and
local bird info; close to Albatross Encounter.
Email: alanshawvideo@yahoo.co.uk. ewesn

New Zealand Tiri Tiri Matangi bird sanctu-
ary. Bayview bed & breakfast. Catch the
ferry from Gulf Harbour, Whangaparaoa,
15 mins to island. Stay at Bayview, 30
mins north of Auckland, 5 mins drive to
ferry, close to other birding locations,
complimentary packed lunch. Early bird
special: book for Oct, Nov, Dec before the
31st August and receive 10% discount.
www.bayview-manly.co.nz. For rates e-
mail bayview@xtra.co.nz. (BWo30)

Tobago Beachcomber Cabins, new eco-
resort, stunning ocean-front location,
Newton George birding tours, Trinidad/
Asa Wright excursions. Tel./fax 001 868
6310266 www.beachcombercabins.com.
(BW005)
Tobago Tropical private gardens, exotic
birds. Excellent large apartment sleeps
4/5 Cottage sleeps 2. Pool. Details
Elainem@tstt.net.tt ;
www.orchidvillaapartments.com. (BW040)

Art Galleries

THE
WILDLIFE ART GALLERY
LAVENHAM

Inspired from Nature
4th-30th June 2006
An exhibition of past and present
wildlife artists.

Including work by Eric Ennion,

Robert Hainard, Lars Jonsson,

Michael Warren, Keith Brockie
and Robert Greenhalf.

For details please contact the gallery.
www.wildlifeartgallery.com
TEL. 01787 248562

éi ié THE WILDLIFE ART GALLERY
FAX 01787 247356

97 HIGH SREET, LAVENHAM,
SUFFOLK CO10 9PZ
OPENING HOURS: MON-SAT 10am—4.30pm.
SUN 2-4.30pm.

Websites
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ip LIMITED STOCKS OF BACK ISSUES

In addition to individual
issues and complete
volumes from Volume 15
onwards,
avery few sets of
Volumes 6 & 11
are still available at £45.00
per volume (UK post free;
£52.00 overseas).

Please telephone or e-mail to
check availability.

These issues of vols 15-18, £4.50 each inc. p&p
(£5.00 overseas) complete vols £45 (£52 overseas):

Vol.15 No.1 Western Palearctic Year 2001, Norway, Florida, South Korea,
White-bellied Dipper.

Vol.15 No.2 Allen’s Gallinule in Dorset, African Crake on Tenerife, Winter
2001/2002, Gulls in Ireland, Identification of eastern Reed Buntings.

Vol.15 No.3 Red-billed Tropicbird off Scilly, Possible hybrid Spotted Eagle x
Lesser Spotted Eagle in Spain, Three American Herring Gulls on Scilly,
Horned Lark on Scilly, Progressing with video digiscoping.

Vol.15 No.4 California, Hawaii, Dominica, Red-spotted Bluethroat plumages,
Bill shapes of Booted and Sykes's Warblers, World News.

Vol.15 No.5 Lesser Kestrel on Scilly, Elegant Tern in Devon, Lesser Sand
Plover in Lincolnshire, Black-capped Petrel off the Bay of Biscay.

Vol.15 No.6 New BOURC taxonomic guidelines, Orange-billed tern in
Norfolk, Hybrid gull in Lincolnshire, Separation of Black Kite from Red Kite,:
the eastern form and rufous variants, Dark morph Montagu'‘s Harrier, Spoon-
billed Sandpipers in Thailand, India, Lord Howe Island, To see Kakapo.
Vol.15 No.7 Stilt Sandpiper in Hampshire, Rose-coloured Starling invasion,
Elegant Tern in North Wales, Greater Sand Plover and Lesser Sand Plover
in Norway, Balearic Woodchat Shrike in Co. Cork, Portugal, Syria, Egypt,
Costa Rica, South Korea.

Vol.15 No.8 Bee-eaters nesting in Co. Durham, Pallid Harrier in Kent, Storm
Petrels of Mousa, Stills digiscoping explained, White-faced Ibis — Europe
next?, Cox’s Sandpiper in Japan, Rough-legged Hawk off Greenland.
Vol.15 No.9 Sykes's Warblers on Orkney and in East Sussex, Brown Skuas
on Scilly and in Glamorgan, Wilson‘s Petrel off Northumberland, Dwarf
Bittern on the Canary Islands.

Vol.15 No.10 Eastern Crowned Warbler in Norway, New Birds for the World
1999 - 2002, Three firsts for North America, Scaling ‘Barbet Peak’ in Peru.
Vol.15 No.11 Killdeer on Scilly, Grey-cheeked Thrush on Scilly, Identification
and vagrancy of American Merlin, Juvenile Spoon-billed Sandpiper.

—
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Vol.15 No.12 Rufous Turtle Dove in Orkney, Lesser Scaup identification —
the underwing, Rare Birds in 2002, Index.

Vol.16 No.1 Pallid Harrier in Norfolk, White-rumped Swift in Dublin,
Macqueen’s Bustard in Belgium, Rough-legged Hawk on the Faeroe Islands,
Bermuda Petrel on the Azores, Western Palearctic Year 2002.

Vol.16 No.2 Identification of hybrid ducks, Yellow-headed Blackbirds in
Europe, Tripod ferry cushions, Spain to the Canary Islands pelagic, Wash-
ington state pelagics, Hawaii.

Vol.16 No.3 Branta goose gallery, Winter gull gallery, Brown Shrike in Italy.
Vol.16 No.4 Taiga Flycatcher in East Yorkshire, Identification of Black-eared
Kite, Kaikoura, New Zealand seabirds, New Zealand Storm-petrel.

Vol.16 No.5 Audouin’s Gull in Kent, White-crowned Sparrow in Co. Cork,
Thick-billed Warbler on Fair Isle, Oriental Plover in Finland, Wilson’s Petrels
off Scilly, Pelagic birding off Northumberland.

Vol.16 No.6 Black Lark on Anglesey, Turkestan Shrike in Somerset, Steppe
Grey Shrike on the Isle of Man, Identification of Atlas Flycatcher, Dark morph
Montagu’s Harriers, Balearic Shearwater heading to extinction.

Vol.16 No.7 Franklin’s Gull in Israel, Mongolian Sand Plover in Hampshire,
Solitary Sandpiper on Scilly, Identification of orange-billed terns, New
Zealand seabirding, Vagrant Oriental Plovers, Bald Ibises in Syria.

Vol.16 No.8 Rose-coloured Starlings breeding in Romania, World News,
Snow Finches in Spain, Bosnia, Patagonia & Tierra del Fuego, Madagascar,
Eastern Cetti's Warbler in East Sussex, Southern Grey Shrikes in Tunisia,
Eastern vagrants photo-gallery.

Vol.16 No.9 Identification of Mongolian and Lesser Sand Plovers, Elegant
Tern in France, Masked Booby in the Bay of Biscay, Identification of Saun-
ders’ Tern, Lesser Crested Terns in Spain, Saharan Olivaceous Warbler.
Vol.16 No.10 Two-barred Greenish Warbler on Scilly, Savannah Sparrow on
Fair Isle, Siberian Rubythroat on Fair Isle, Taiga Flycatcher on Shetland,
Little Crake on Scilly, American Black Tern in Kerry, Iceland in October.
Vol.16 No.11 American Robin on Bardsey, Masked Wagtail in Norway,
Sykes's Warbler in Shetland, Identification of Booted & Sykes’'s Warblers,
Saharan Olivaceous Warbler, Wallcreeper in Spain, Spoon-biolled Sand-
pipers in South Korea & Thailand, New Zealand Storm-petrel.

Vol.16 No.12 American Coot in Shetland, RufoiusTurtle Dove in Caithness,
American Robin in Cornwall, Baltimore Oriole in Oxford, Rare Birds in 2003.

Vol.17 No.1 Northern Long-tailed Tits in Suffolk, American Robin in
Lincolnshire, Goshawks in Norway, Western Palearctic Year 2003

Vol.17 No.2 Female Redhead, Scotland’s endemic subspecies, Cape Gull in
Paris, Cape Gull Identification, Madrid, Morocco, Sabah, Grey Phalaropes
Vol.17 No.3 Identification of Yelkouan, Balearic and Manx Shearwaters,
Hybrid and aberrant geese in Britain, Lesser Crested Terns in Spain

Vol.17 No.4 Caucasian Stonechat on Cyprus, Legal protection of birds in
Britain, Birding in Madeira, Evolution of the Herring Gull complex

Vol.17 No.5 Cinnamon Teal in Britain, Eastern Subalpine Warblers in spring
2004, Semipalmated Plover and Varied Thrush, Three-toed Woodpeckers
Vol.17 No.6 Kermadec Petrels in British waters? Birding Kazakhstan, Geor-
gia, Spotted Eagles in France, Spoon-billed Sandpiper in Thailand

Vol.17 No.7 Mongolian Plover in Lothian, Green Heron in Iceland, South
Polar Skuas off California, S Atlantic Seabirds, Coolpix, Morocco, Ever-
glades, Mexico, Philippines, Tahiti, SW Madagascar

Vol.17 No.8 Great Knot in Lancashire, Scopoli's Shearwater off Scilly, Stej-
neger’s Scoter in the Western Palearctic and North America

Vol.17 No.9 Purple Martins on the Outer Hebrides and the Azores, Brown
Shrike in Shetland, Fea’s Petrel off Scilly

Vol.17 No.10 Fair Isle Chestnut-eared Bunting & Rufous-tailed Robin, Scilly
Ovenbird & Cream-coloured Courser, Western Sandpiper in Dorset, White's
Thrush in East Yorkshire, Yellow Warbler on the Outer Hebrides, Slender-
billed Curlew in Yemen

Vol.17 No.11 Masked Shrike in Fife, Little Crake in Cornwall, Chinese Pond
Heron in Norfolk & Hampshire, White-rumped Swifts in Spain

Vol.17 No.12 Rare birds in 2004, Desert Lesser Whitethroat in Aberdeen,
Sora in Nottinghamshire, Northern Bullfinches, Madeira, SW France

Vol.18 No.1 Taxonomy of European Wrens, Western Palearctic Year 2005.
Vol.18 No.2 Kumlien’s and hybrid Glaucous x Herring Gulls, Redpoll forms,
Cape Verde Is, Séo Tomé & Principe, Owling in Minnesota, Cape York.
Vol.18 No.3 North Atlantic & Continental Cormorants, Thayer’'s Gull,
Redpolls in the Hebrides, Arctic Norway, Zambia, Halmahera, Brazil.

Vol.18 No.4 Belted Kingfisher in England & Scotland, Amur Wagtail in C.
Durham, ‘Orange-breasted’ Meadow Pipits, Cyprus, Egypt, Zululand, Mada-
gascar, Queensland.

Vol.18 No.5 Eagle taxonomy, Barrow's Goldeneye in Aberdeen, Trumpeter
Finches in Suffolk and Kent, Elegant Tern in Dorset, Birds in England.
Vol.18 No.6 Canary Island Robins, Balearic Woodchat Shrike in Somerset,
Wilson’s Petrels off Scilly, Scopoli's Shearwater in Sweden, New Zealand.
Vol.18 No.7 Sooty Tern on Anglesey, Amur Falcon in Europe, Large skuas
off Carolina, Birds from China, Record numbers of seabirds on the Farne Is.
Vol.18 No.8 Birding the Salvage Islands, 3rd-year Lesser Black-backed
Gulls, White-rumped Sandpipers in Arctic Norway.

Vol.18 No.9 Yellow Warbler in Shetland, Little Crake in Gloucester, Black-
browed Albatross on Sula Sgeir, More birds from northeast China, Calls of
Sykes’s and Booted Warblers.

Vol.18 No.10 October 2005 Bird News, Riippell's Vultures in Spain.

Vol.18 No.11 Green Heron on Anglesey, Franklin’s and Laughing Gulls influx,
American Vagrants on the Azores, American Barn Swallows on the Azores,
Magnificent Frigatebird in Shropshire, Wilson’s Snipe on Ouessant.

Vol.18 No.12 American Buff-bellied Pipit in Lincolnshire, Rough-legged Hawk
in Ireland, Birding Review of 2005, Sacred Ibis invasive in Europe, Western
Reef Heron in Canada, Index.

Additional copies of all issues of Volume 19 so far and a few earlier issues are also available at £4.50 each inc. p&p (£5.00 overseas).
Please telephone for details of availability of unlisted issues. Please make cheques payable to Birding World and send them with your order to:
Birding World, Stonerunner, Coast Road, Cley next the Sea, Holt, Norfolk NR25 7RZ. VISA or Mastercard Number and expiry date acceptable.
Tel: 01263-741139; fax: 01263-741173; e-mail: sales@birdingworld.co.uk
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oloticron (

ES 80 FIELDSCOPES E

2006 series ES fieldscopes build on the - .
success of previous models, delivering ([ | _) ) R .

‘best in class’ optical performance in a h - , :

new and improved body. \

Modifications include; - ?fcf?’
¢ a new shape body made from magnesium, \

e

aluminium and polycarbonate protected in a
textured natural rubber armour

e application of Opticron F-type multi-coating for
increased colour contrast and clarity

* nitrogen waterproofing to eliminate problems of condensation

ES 80 GA SD/45 £349, ES 80 GA ED/45 £499
HDF T 32xWW £149, HDF T 20-60x £179, SDL 20-60x £229

%

TR A . TN

DIGITAL TELEPHOTOGRAPHY KITS

A quality, easy to use solution to the { R
problem of choosing a suitable digital // =
compact camera for telephotography. Kits ‘o ;
comprise of a Samsung i5 camera with % { y
bespoke cradle mount, 50065 DCC i
adapter mount for direct connection to '
many HDF, HDF T and HR eyepieces plus a ' 4
il wide choice of accessories relevant to s
| digital telephotography. ) :
Prices from only £399

HR WP 8x42 - 10x42

In a market segment dominated by the compact roof prism
binocular, the HR WP re-thinks, re-works and re-packages the -
porro prism binocular for today’s more demanding user. ¢

Designed for both the enthusiast and those seeking the | .
very highest optical resolution for their money, the HR
WP successfully combines the innate qualities of both
traditional porro prism and modern roof prlsm formats
into a single multi-purpose, user f i e
field glass Oy

For more information on the complete range of Opticron equipment
and a copy of our current Catalogue call 01582 726522 or visit

our on-line Catalogue at www.opticron.co.uk
PO Box 370, Unit 21, Titan Court, Laporte Way, Luton, Beds, LU4 8YR, UK Fax: 01582 723559 E-mail: sales@opticron.co.uk




